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DISTRICT of MASSACHUSETTS, to wit. 


„NE it remembered, That on the 


L. S. Eleventh day of February, in the ſix- 
3 teenth year of the Independence of the U- 
nited States of America, THoMas and ANDREWS, 
of the ſaid Diſtrift, have depoſited in this Office the 
title of a Book, the right whereof they claim as Pro- 
prietors, in the words following, to wit.“ The FOR- 
ESTERS, an American Tale ; being a Sequel to the 
Hiſtory of John Bull the Clothier, in a ſeries of Let- 
ters to a Friend.“ In conformity to the Act of the 
Congreſs of the United States, intituled, “ An Act 
for the encouragement of learning, by ſecuring the 
copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the Authors 
and Proprietors of ſuch copies, during the times 
therein mentioned.“ 

_ N. GOODALE, Clerk of the 
| Diſtrict of Maſſachuſents, 


WL 


THE 


FORESTER 8. 


r 
Original State of the Foreft, —The Ad- 


ventures of WALTER PIPEWEED, and 
Cecitivus PETERSON. 


DEAR SIR, 


To perform the promiſe which _ 
I made to you before I began my journey, 
I will give you ſuch an account of this, 
once foreſt, but now cultivated and pleaſ- 
ant country, as I can collect from my 
converſation with, its inhabitants, and 
from the peruſal of their old family pa- 
pers, which they have (kindly permit- 
ted 
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ted me to look into for my entertain- 
ment. By theſe means I have acquaint- 
ed myſelf with the ſtory of their firſt 
planting, conſequent, improvements and 
preſent ſtate; the recital of which will 
occupy the hours which I ſhall be able to 
ſpare from buſineſs, company and ſleep, 
during my reſidence among them. 


Ix reading the character of 7ohn Bull, 
which was committed to paper ſome years 
ago by one who knew him well, you muſt 
have obſerved, that theugh © he was in 
the main an honeſt, plain dealing fellow, 
yet he was choleric and inconſtant, and 
very apt to quarrel with his beſt friends.” 

This obſervation you will find fully ver- 
ified in the courſe of the narrative; and 
as the opinions and manners of ſuperiors 
have a very great influence in forming the 
character of inferiors, you need not be 
ſurpriſed if you find a family likeneſs 
prevailing among the perſons whoſe hiſ- 
tory I am about to recite, moſt of whom 

were 
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were formerly reſidents in Mr. Bull's 
houſe, or apprentices in his ſhop. 


THrRE was among the appendages to 
John's eſtate, a pretty large tract of land, 
which had been neglected by his anceſ- 
tors, and which he never cared much a- 
bout, excepting that now and then ſome 
of his family went thither a hunting, and 
brought home veniſon and furs. Indeed 
this was as far as I can find the beſt pre- 
tence that John had to call the land his; 
for he had no legal title to it. It was 
then a very woody country, in ſome parts 
rocky and hilly, in other parts level; well 
watered with brooks and ponds, and the 
whole of it bordered on a large lake, in 
which were plenty of fiſh, ſome of which 
were often ſerved up at John's table, on. 
faſt days. 


Tux ſtories told by one and another of 
theſe adventurers, had made a deep im- 
A 2 preſſion. 
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preſſion on the mind of Walter Pipeweed,* 
one of John's domeſtics, a fellow of a rov- 
ing and projecting diſpoſition, and who 
had learned the art of ſurveying. Walter 
having frequently liſtened to their chat, 
began to think within himſelf, © If theſe 
fellows make ſo many pence' by their ex- 
curſions to this wild ſpot, what might not 
I gain by fitting down upon it? There is 
plenty of game and fiſh at hand, for a 
preſent ſupply ; plenty of nuts and acorns 
to fatten pigs, and with ſome ſmall labour 
I may be able to raiſe corn and feed 
poultry, which will fetch me a good price 
at market.—I can carry biſket enough in 
my pockets, to keep me alive till my firſt 
crop comes in, and my dog can hve upon 
the offals of the game that I ſhall Kill, —- 
Beſides, who knows what treaſures the 
land itſelf may contain—perhaps ſome 
rich mines Iod zounds [then I am 
made for this world. 


| FULL 
Sir Walter Raleigh, 


— 
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Fur of this dream, Walter applied to 
his maſter one day for a leaſe of part of 
the foreſt, as it was called. Bull at firſt 
laughed at the propoſal}, and put him off; 
but Walter followed it up ſo cloſe, and 
told what advantages might be gained by 
ſettling there, and promiſed, if he ſhould 
ſucceed, to turn all his trade into his mal- - 
ter's hand, and give him the refuſal of 
whatever he might bring to market, and 
withal ſhewed him ſome draughts, which 
he had made with chalk, from the reports 
of the huntſmen, that Bull began to think 
of the matter in good earneſt, and con- 
ſulted his lawyer upon tae ſubject, who, 
after due conſideration of the premiles, 
and ſtroking his band, adviſed him as 
follows. Why yes, Mr. Bull, I don't 
lee why you ought not to look about you 
as well as your neighbours. You know 
that old Lord Peter lays claim to the 
whole country, and has aſſumed to parcel 
it out among his devotees, He has given 
all the weſtern part of it, where this foreſt 

hes, 
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lies, to Lord Strut, and he has a large 

manor adjoining to your foreſt, which, 

they ſay, yields him a fine rent, and who 

knows but this may bring you in as much, 

or more ?— Then there is old Lewis, the 
cudgel player, and Vic Frog, the draper, 

who have, perhaps, (I ſay. perhaps, Mr. 
| © Bull, becauſe there may be a little doubt 
| on both ſides, and in that caſe, you know 
fir, it would not become gentlemen of our 
cloth, to ſpeak poſitively) as good a claim 
as your honor to this land; but then it is 
a maxim, you know, that poſſeſſion is e- 
leven points of the law, and if you once 
get your foot upon it, they cannot ouſt 
you without a proceſs, and your honor 
knows that your purſe is as long as theirs, 
and you are as able to ſtand a ſuit with 
them as they are with you, I therefore 
adviſe you to humour your man Walter, 
and give him a leaſe, and a pretty large 
one—you may find more advantages in it 
than you are aware of—but leaſe it, leaſe 
it at any rate.” Upon this he was order- 


ed 
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ed to make out a leaſe ; and Walter be- 
ing thus inveſted with as' good authority 
as could be obtained, filled his pockets 
with bread and cheeſe, took his gun, 
powder flaſk, and ſhot of various kinds, 
with a parcel of fiſhing lines and hooks, 
his ſurveying inſtruments, and a bag of 
corn on his ſhoulders, and off he trotted 
to his new paradiſe, 


Ir was ſome time before he could fix 
upon a ſpot to his liking, and he at firſt 
met with ſome oppoſition from the bears 
and wolves, and was greatly expoſed to 
the weather, before he could build him a 
hut ; once or twice the ſavage animals had 
almoſt devoured him, but being made of 
good ſtuff, he ſtood his ground, cleared a 
little ſpot, put his ſeed into the earth, and 
lived as well as ſuch adventurers can ex- 
pea, poorly enough at firſt, but ſupport- 
ed as all new planters are, by the hope of 
better times. After a while he began to 


en his maſter Bull recommended 
| A 
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a wife,* whom he married, and by whom 
he had a number of children. Having 
found a new ſort of grain in the foreſt, 
and a certain plant of a narcotic quality, 
he cultivated both, and having procured 
a number of black cattle, he went on pretty 
gaily 1n the planting way, and brought 
his narcotic weed into great repute, by 
ſending a preſent of a quantity of it to his 
old maſter, who grew exceſſively fond of it, 


and kept calling for more, till he got the 


whole trade of it into his own hands, and 
fold it out of his own ware houſe to old 
Lewis, Nic Frog, and all the other tradeſ- 


men around him. In return he {applied 


Walter with cloths and ſtuffs for his fam- 
ily, and utenſils for his huſbandry ; and 
as a reward for being the firſt, who had 
courage to make a ſettlement in his foreſt, 
and in token of his high eſteem of him as 
a cuſtomer, as well as for certain other 
reaſons, he made it a practice every year, 
to preſent him with a waggon load of or- 


dure, 
»The charter of Virginia. 
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dure,“ the ſweepings of his back yard, the 


ſcrapings of his dog kennel, and contents 
of his own water cloſet. This was a mark 
of politeneſs which John valued himſelf 
much upon. © It may ſeem. odd (ſaid 
he one day to a friend) that I make ſuch 
a kind of compliment as this to my good 
cuſtomer ; but if you conſider it aright 
you will find it a piece of refined policy— 
for by this means I get rid of a deal of 
traſh and rubbiſh that is neceſſarily made 
in ſuch a family as mine; I get a curled 
ſtink removed from under my noſe, and 
my good friend has the advantage of it 
upon his farm, to manure his grounds, 
and make them produce more plentifully 
that precious weed in which we all fo 
much delight.” Walter was often ſeen, 
on the arrival of Bull's waggon, to clap 
his handerchief to his noſe ; but as he 
knew his old maſter was an odd ſort of a 
ſellow, and it was his intereſt to keep in 
with him, he generally turned off the 


compliment 
* Convicts. 
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compliment with a laugh, ſaying, good 
naturedly enough, Let him laugh that 
wins,“ without explaining his meaning, 


though it might admit of a double enten- 
dre—and calling ſome of his ſervants, he 


ordered them to ſhovel out the dung, and 
make his black cattle mix theirs with it 
and when ſpread over the land, the air 
took out moſt of the ſcent, and the ſalts 


were of ſome advantage to the ſoil. 


"Arrzr Walter Pipeweed had got his 
affairs into tolerable order, he was viſited 


in his retirement by Cecilius Peterſon,* a- 


nother of Bull's apprentices, who had 
taken a fancy to the ſame kind of life, 


from a diſguſt to ſome things that had 
happened in the family, He had not 
been long with Walter before he found 
it would not do for him to remain there. 


| Peterſon was ſuppoſed to be a natural ſon 


of 


* Calvert, Lord Baltimore, who firſt ſettled Ma- 
ryland, was a Papiſt ; his ſucceſſors abjured Popery, 
and conformed to the Church of England, 


ery, 
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of old Lord Peter, after whom he was 
nick named. He had the ſame affected 
airs, and a tincture of the high flying no- 
tions of his reputed father. Theſe made 
him rather diſguſtful to Walter, who had 
learned his manners of Mr. Bull's mother, 
ivhen ſhe was in her ſober ſenſes, and be- 
tween her and Lord Peter there had been 
a long variance. When Peterſon per- 
ceived that his company was not deſired, 
he had ſo much good ſenſe as to leave 
Walter's plantation, and paddling acroſs 
a creek, ſeated himſelf on a point of land 
that ran out into the Iake. Of this he ob- 
tained a leaſe of his old maſter, and went 
to work in the ſame manner as Walter had 
done, who, liking his company beſt at a 
diſtance, was willing to ſupply him with 
bread and meat till he could ſcramble for 
himſelf. - Here he took to huſbandry, 
raiſing corn and the narcotic weed, and 
buying up black caltle, and after a while 
turned his produce into his old maſter's 
ware houſe, and received from him the 
} W annual 
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annual! compliment of a waggon load of 
dung, excepting that when there had not 
been ſo much as uſual made, he and Wal- 
ter were to ſhare a load between them. 


To 1ngratiate himſelf fill farther with 
his old maſter, he accepted of a girl out 
of his family for a wife, (for John was al- 
ways fond of his tenants marrying for fear 
of their doing worſe) he took as little no- 
tice as poſſible of his reputed father, and 
dropping, or diſowning his nick name of 
Peterſon, he aſſumed that of Marygold, 
which old Madam Bull underſtood as a 
compliment to one of her daughters. He 
alſo made his court to the old lady by 
kneeling down and kiſſing the fringe of 
her embroidered petticoat, as was the 
faſhion of that day. This ceremony, 
though a trifle in itſelf, helped much to 
recommend him to Mr. Bull, who was a 
very dutiful ſon, and took his mother's 
advice in moſt parts of his buſineſs. In 


ſhort, Cecilius was too much of a politi- 
clan 


ban, OA an 


hes © 
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cian to ſuppoſe that filial affeQion ought 
to ſtand in the way of a man's intereſt, 
and in this he judged as moſt other men 
would have done in the ſame circum. 
ſtances. 


——M>> F@O<Q>O KK 
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Sickneſs and delirium of Mr. Bu 11's moth- 


er. Adventures of PzREGRINE Pic- 

KLE,—JOHN CoDLiNtg—HUMPHRY 

PLOUGHSHARE.— ROGER CARRIER, 
and To BIAS WRHEATEAR. 


DEAR SIR, 


ABOUT the time in which theſe 
firſt attempts were making, and the fame 
of them had raiſed much jealouſy among 
ſome, and much expectation among oth- 
ers, there happened a ſad quarrel in Fohn 
Bull's family. His mother,“ poor wo- 


man, 
»The Church of England. 
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man, had been ſeized with hyſteric fits, 
which caufed her at times to be delirious 
and full of all forts of whims. She had 
taken it into her head that every one of 
the family muſt hold knife and fork 
and ſpoon - exactly alike ; that they 
muſt all waſh their hands and face 
preciſely in the ſame manner; that 
they muſt fit, ſtand, walk, knee], bow, 
ſpit, blow their noſes, and perform 
every other animal function by the exact 
rule of un:formity, which ſhe had drawn 
up with her own hand, and from which 
they were not allowed to vary one hair's 
breadth. If any one of the family com- 
plained of a lame ancle or ſtiff knee, or 
had the crick in his neck, or. happened to 
cut his finger, or was any other way ſo 
diſabled as not to perform his duty to a 
tittle, ſhe was ſo far from making the leaſt 
allowance, that ſhe would frown and ſcold 
and rave like a bedlamite ; and John was 
fuch an obedient ſon to his mother, that 
he would lend her his hand to box their 
ears, 
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ears, or his foot to kick their backſides, 
for not complying with her humours, 
This way of proceeding raiſed an uproar 
in the family; for though moſt of them 
complied, either through affection for the 
old lady, or through fear, or ſome other 
motive, yet others looked ſour, and grum- 
bled; ſome would openly find fault and 


; attempt to remonſtrate, but they were an- 
? ſwered with a kick or a thump, or a cat- 
| o*'nine tails, or ſhut up in a dark garret 
g till they promiſed a compliance. Such 
1 was the logic of the family in thoſe days ! 
1 Amonc the number of the diſaffected, 
F was PeregrinePickle,*a pretty clever ſort of 
q a fellow about his buſinsls, but a great lov- 
0 er of ſour crout, and of an humour that 
a would not bear contradiction. However, 
ſt as he knew it would be fruitleſs to enter 
d into a downright quarrel, and yet 
AS could not live there in peace; he had ſo 
at much 
ir * The Plymouth Adventurers, 

* Bo 


* 1 * * 
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much prudence as to quit the houſe, 
which he did by getting out of the win- 
dow in the night. Not liking to be out 
of employ, he went to the houſe of Mic 
Frog,“ his maſter's old friend and rival, 
told him the ſtory of his ſufferings, and 


got leave to employ himſelf in one of his 


workſhops till the ſtorm ſhould be over. 


After he had been here a while, he 


thought Nick's family were as much too 
looſe in their manners as Bull's: were too 
ſtrict; and having heard a rumour of the 
Foreſt, to which Nick had ſome kind of 


claim, he packed up his little all, and 
hired one of Nick's ſervants who had 
been there a hunting, to pilot him to that 
part of the Foreſt to whick Nick laid 
claim. But Frog had laid an anchor to 
windward of him; for as Pickle had ſaid 
nothing to him about a leaſe, he ſuppoſed 
that when Peregrine had got into the For- 
eſt he would take a leaſe of his old malſ- 
ter, Bull, which would ſtrengthen his title, 
and 

The States of Holland. 
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and weaken his on; he therefore bribed 
the pilot to -ſhew Peregrine to a barren 


part of the Foreſt inſtead of that fertile 


place“ to which he had already ſent Jus 


ſurveyors, and of which he was contriving 


to get poſſeſſion. Accordingly the pilot 


having conducted Pickle to a ſandy point 


which runs into the lake, , it being the 
duſk of the evening, bade him good 
night, and walked off. Peregrine, WhO 
was fatigued with his march, laid down 
and went to fleep, but waking in the 
morning, ſaw himſelf alone in a very drea- 
ry ſituation, where he could get nothing 
to live upon but clams, and a few acorns 
which the ſquirrels had left. In this pit- 
eous plight the poor fellow folded his 
arms, and walking along the ſandy beach, 
fell into ſuch a ſoliloquy as this. 80 


much for travelling! Abuſed by Bull, 


cheated by Frog, what am I at laſt come 
to? Here I am alone, no creatures but 
bears, 


® Hudſon's River. + Cape Cod, 
t The month of December. 


20 ruf FORESTERS. 


bears, and wolves, and ſuch vermin around 


me ! Nothing in the ſhape of an human 


being that I know of, nearer than Pipe. 


weed's plantation, and with him I cannot 
agree; he is fo devoted to old Dame Bull 


that he and I cannot live together any 


more than I could with- the old woman. 
But, why ſhould I deſpair? That is un- 
manly; there is at leaſt a poſſibility of my 
living here, and if I am diſappointed in 
my worldly proſpects, it is but right, for I 


profeſſed not to have any, My wiſh was 
to have my own way without diſturbance 


or contradiction, and ſurely I can here 
enjoy my liberty. I have nobody here 


to curſe me, or kick me, or cheat me, If 
I have only clams to eat, I can cook them 


my own way, and ſay as long a grace over 
them as I pleaſe. I can fit or ſtand, or kneel, 
or uſe any other poſture at my devotions, 
without any croſs old woman to growl at 
me, or any hectoring bully to cuff me for 
it. So that if I have loſt in one way I 


have gained in another, I had better 
tHerefore 
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therefore reconcile myſelf to my ſituation 
and make the beſt of a bad market. But 
company is good! Apropos! I will write 
to ſome of my fellow-apprentices; I know 
they were as diſcontented as myſelf in old 
Bull's family, though they did not care 
to ſpeak their minds as plainly as I did. 
I'll tell them how much happineſs I en- 
joy here in my ſolitude. I'll point out 
to them the charms of liberty, and coax 
them to follow me into the wilderneſs ; 
and by and by, when we get all together, 
we ſhall make a brave hand of it.” Full 
of this refolution, he ſat down on a wind- 
fallen tree, and pulling out his inkhorn 
and paper, wrote a letter to John Codline, 
Humphry Ploughſhare, and Roger Carrier, 
three of his fellow-apprentices, informing 
them of the extreme happineſs he enjoy- 
ed in having liberty to eat his ſcanty 
meals in his own way, and to lay his 
ſwelled ancles and Riff knee in whatever 
poſture was moſt eaſy to him, conjuring 
them by their former friendſhip, to come 
to 
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to join them in carrying on the good work 
ſo happily begun, &c. &c. As ſoon as he 


had finiſhed the letter, (which had deep- 


ly engaged his attention) a huntſman 
happened to come along in queſt of game. 
This was a lucky circumſtance indeed, for 
Peregrine had not once thought of a con- 
veyance for his letter; it proved alſo fa- 
vourable to him in another view, for the 
huntſman taking pity on his forlorn ſitu- 
ation, ſpared him ſome powder and ſhot 
and a few biſcuit which he happened to 
have in his pocket ; ſo taking charge of 
the letter, he delivered it as it was dire 
ed. 


Tuis letter arrived in good ſeaſon, for 
old Madam had grown much worſe ſince 
Pickle had left the family: her vapours 
had increaſed, and her longings and aver- 
ſions were much ſtronger. She had a 
ſtrange lurch for embroidered petticoats 


and high waving plumes; her Chriſtmas 


pies muſt have double the quantity of 


ſpice 
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ſpice that was uſual; the ſervants muſt 
make three bows where they formerly 
made but one, and they muſt never come 
into her preſence without having curled 
and powdered their hair in the pink of the 
mode, for ſhe had an averſion to every 
thing plain, and an high reliſh for every 
thing gaudy. Beſides, ſhe had an high 
mettled chaplain* who was conſtantly at 
her elbow, and faid prayers night and 
morning in a brocaded veſt with a gilded 
mitre on his head; and he exacted ſo ma- 
ny bows and ſcrapes of every one in the 
family, that it would have puzzled a French 
dancing maſter to have kept pace with 
him. Nor would he perform the ſervice 
at all unleſs a verger ſtood by him all the 
while with a yard-wand in his hand; and 
if any ſervant or apprentice miſſed one 
bow or ſcrape, or made it at the wrong 
time, or dared to look off his book, or 
laid Amen in the wrong place, rap went 
the ſtick over his head and ears or knuc- 
kles. It was in vain to appeal from the 
chaplain 
* Archbiſhop Laud. 
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chaplain or the old Dame to their maſter, 


for he was ſo obedient a ſon that he ſuf. 
fered them to govern him as they pleaſ- 
ed; nay, though broad hints were given 
that the chaplain was an emiſſary of lord 


Peter, and was taking advantage of the 


old lady's hyſterics to bring the whole 
family into his intereſt, John gave no 
heed to any of theſe inſinuations. 


As ſoon as the letter of Peregrine Pic- 
kle arrived, the apprentices, to; whom it 
was directed, held a conſultation what 
they ſhould do. They were heartily tir- 
ed of the conduct of the chaplain ; they 
lamented: the old lady's ill health, and 
wiſhed for a cure; but there was at preſ- 
ent no hope of it, and they concluded 
that it was beſt to follow Pickle's advice, 
and retire with him into the Foreſt, 
Though they were infected with the ſpirit 
of adventure, yet they were a ſet of wary 
fellows, and knew they could not with 
ſafety venture thither unleſs they had a 

leaſe 


ris FORESTERS. 23 


leaſe of the land. Happily, however, for 
them, Bull had a little while before that 
put the affairs of the Foreſt into the 
hands of a gentleman of the law,“ with 
orders to ſee that the matter was properly 
managed, ſo as to yield him ſome certain 
profit. To this ſage they applied, and 
for the proper fees, which they clubbed 
for between them, they obtained a leaſe, 
under hand and ſeal ; wherein, for“ ſun- 
dry cauſes him thereunto moving, the ſaid 
Bull did grant and convey unto John 
Codline and his aſfociates, fo many acres 
of his Foreſt, bounded ſo and ſo, and 
which they were to have, hold, and enjoy 
for ever and ever, yielding and paying ſo 
and ſo, and fo forth. When this grand 
point was gained by the aſſiſtance of the 
lawyer and hzs clerks, who knew how to 
manage buſineſs, the adventurers ſold all 
their ſuperfluities to the pawn brokers, 
and got together what things they ſup- 


poſed they ſhould want, and leaving be- 
| hind 


* The Council of Plymouth. 
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hind them a note on the compter,* to tell 
their maſter where they were bound, and 


what were their deſigns : they ſet off all 


together and got ſafe into a part of the 
Foreſt adjoining to Pickle, who hearing 
of their arrival, took his oaken ſtaff in his 
hand and hobbled along as faſt as his lame 
legs could carry him to ſee them, and a 
joyful meeting indeed they had. Hav- 
ing laid their heads together, it was a- 
greed that Codline ſhould ſend for a girl 


whom he had courted, and marry her, 


and that he ſhould be conſidered as the 
lord of the manor, that Pickle ſhould have 
a leaſe of that part which he had pitched 


upon, and that Ploughſhare and Carrier 


ſhould for the preſent be conſidered as 
members of Codline's family, John had 
taken a great fancy to fiſhing, and thought 
he could wholly or chiefly ſubſiſt by it; 


but Humphry had a mind for a farm ; 
lo 


* Letter written on board the Arabella, after the 
erabarkation of the Maſſachuſetts ſettlers, . 


+ The Maſſachuſetts charter 
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ſo after a while they parted in friendſhip. 
Humphry, with a pack on his back and a 
ſpade in his hand, travelled acroſs the For- 
eſt till he found a wide meadow with a 
large brook* running through it, which he 
ſuppoſed to be within John's grant, and 
intended ſtill to conſider himſelf as a diſ- 
tant member of the family, But as it fell 
out otherwiſe, he was obliged to get a 
new leaſe, to which Mr. Frog made ſome 
objections, but they were over ruled; 
and ſoon after another old fellow ſervant, 
Tonias Wu EAT EAR, came and fat 
down by him. They being ſo much a. 
like in their views and diſpoſitions, agreed 
to live together as intimates, though in 
two families, which they did till Wheat. 
ear's death, when Ploughſhare became his 
ſole heir, and the eſtate has ever ſince been 
his. This Humphry was always a very 
induſtrious, frugal, ſaving huſband ; and 
his wife, though a formal ſtrait laced ſort 
of 


Connecticut river. 
Colony of New- Haven. 
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of a body, yet always minded her ſpinning 


and knitting, and took excellent care of 
her dairy. She always clothed her chil- 
dren in homeſpun garments, and ſcarcely 
ever ſpent a farthing for outlandiſh trink- 
ets. The family and all its concerns were 
under very exact regulations: not one of 


them was ſuffered to peep out of doors af- 


ter the ſun was ſet. It was never allow- 
ed to brew on Saturday, leſt the- beer 
ſhould break the Fourth Commandment 
by working on Sunday: and once it is 
ſaid the ſtallion was impounded a whole 
week for having held crim. con. with the 
mare while the Old Gentleman was at his 


devotions. Bating theſe peculiarities, 


{and every body has ſome) Humphry was 
a very good ſort of man, a kind neighbor, 


very thriving, and made a reſpectable 


hgure, though he lived a retired life, and 


did not much follow the faſhions, yet he 


raiſed a good eſtate, and brought up a 
large family, who knew how to get their 


living wherever they could find land. 


LETTER 
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Joux Copttns quarrels with Rockx 
CARRIER, and turns him out of doors. 
CARRIER Tetires to another part of the 
Foreſt. Coprines ſurveys his Land ; 
takes Roß ERT LUMBER under his pro- 
lection Begins a ſuit with the Fiſher- 
men of LEWIS, which, with other inci- 
dents, excites the jealouſy of Mr. Burr. 


DEAR SIR, 


Ar TER Ploughſhare's depar- 
ture, John Codline with his family kept 
on their fiſhing and planting, and ſome. 
times went a hunting, ſo that they made 
out to get a tolerable ſubſiſtence. John's 
family grew, and he ſettled his ſons as faſt 
as they became of age, to live by them- 
lelves; and when any of his old acquaint. 
ance came to ſee him, he bade them 


welcome, and was their very good friend, 
as 


C 2 
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as long as they continued to be of his mind, 


and no longer ; for he was a very prag- 


matical ſort of a fellow, and loved to have 


his own way 1n every thing. This was the 


cauſe of a quarrel between him and Roger 
Carrier, for it happened that Roger had 


taken a fancy to dip his head into water,“ 


as the moſt effectual way of waſhing his 


face, and thought it could not be made 


ſo clean in any other way. John, who 
uſed the common way of taking water in 
his hand, to waſh his face, was diſpleaſed 
with Roger's innovation, and remonſtrat- 
ed againſt it. The remonſtrance had no 
other effect, than to fix Roger's opinion 
more firmly, and as a farther improve- 


ment on his new plan, he pretended that 


no perſon ought to have his face waſhed 
till he was capable of doing it himſelf, 
without any aſſiſtance from his parents. 
John was out of patience with this addi- 
tion, and plumply told him, that if he did 
not reforin his principles and practice, he 

would 

Anabaptiſts. 
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would fine him, or flog him, or kick him 
out of doors. Theſe threats put Roger 
on inventing other odd and whimſical o- 
pinions. He took offence at the letter X, 
and would have had it expunged from the 
alphabet.“ He would not do his duty at 
a military maſter, becauſe there was an 
X in the colours. After a while he be- 
gan to ſcraple the lawfulneſs of bearing 


arms, and killing wild beaſts. But, poor 


fellow! the worſt of all was, that being 
ſeized with a ſhaking palſy,+ which af. 
feed every limb and joint of him, his 
ſpeech was ſo altered that he was unable to 
pronounce certain letters and ſyllables as 
he had been uſed to do. Theſe oddities 
and defects rendered him more and more 
diſagreeable to his old friend, who, how- 
ever, kept his temper as well as he could, 
till one day, as John was faying a long 
grace over his meat, Roger kept his hat 
on the whole time. As ſoon as the cere- 
mon 
* Roger Williams's zeal againſt the ſign of the croſs. 
+ Quakers, 


32 rus FORESTERS. 


mony was over, John took up a caſe knife 
from the table, and gave Roger a blow on 
the ear with the broad fide of it, then 
with a riſing ſtroke turned off his hat, 
Roger ſaid nothing, but taking up his hat 
put it on again ; at which John broke 
out into ſuch a paſſionate ſpeech as this 
* You 1mpudent {coundrel ! is it come to 
this! Have I not borne with your whims. 
and fidgets theſe many years, and yet 
they grow upon you ? Have I not talked 
with you time after time, and proved. to- 
you as plain as the noſe in your face that 
your notions. are wrong ? Have I not or- 
dered you to leave them off, and warned 
you of the conſequence, and yet you have 
gone on from bad to worle ? You began 
with dipping your head into water, and 
would have all the family do, the ſame, 
pretending there was no other way of 
waſhing the face. You would have had 
the children go dirty all their days, under 
pretence that they were not able to waſh 


their own faces, and ſo they mult have 
looked 
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looked like the pigs till they were grown 
up. Then you would talk your own 
balderdaſh linguo, thee and thou, and nan 


forſooth—and now you muſt keep your 


hat on when I am at my devotions, and T 
ſuppoſe would be glad to have the whole 
family do the ſame ! There is no bearing 
with you any longer—ſo now—hear me, 
I give you fair warning, if you don't mend 
your manners, and retract your errors, 
and promiſe reformation, I'll kick you 
out of the houſe, I'll have no ſuch re- 
fractory fellows here: I came into this for- 
eſt for reformation, and reformation I will 
18 


“FRIEND John (ſaid Roger) doſt not 
thou remember when thou and lived to- 
gether in friend Bull's family, how hard 
thou didſt think it to be compelled to look 
on thy book all the time that the hooded 
chaplain was reading the prayers, and how 
many knocks and thumps thou and I had 
tor offering to uſe our liberty, which we 

thought 
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thought we had a right to? Didſt thou 
not come hitherunto for the ſake of en- 
joying thy liberty, and did not I come to 
enjoy mine? Wherefore then doſt thou 
aſſume to deprive me of the right which 


thou claimeſt for thyſelf ?“ 


Po tell me (anſwered John) of 
right and of liberty—you have as much 
liberty as any man ought to have. You 
have liberty to do right, and no man ought 
to have liberty to do wrong,” 


Wo is to be judge (replied Roger) 
what is right or what is wrong ? Ought not 
I to judge for myſelf ? or, Thinkeſt thou 
it is thy place to judge for me?“ 


% MWuo is to be judge (ſaid John) why 
the book is to be judge—and I have prov- 
ed by the book over and over again that 
you are wrong, and therefore you are 
wrong, and you have no liberty to do any 
thing but what is right.” | 


© BUT 
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* Bur friend John (ſaid Roger) who 
is to judge whether thou haſt proved my 
opinions or conduct to be wrong—thou 
or 1?” 


« Comes, come, (ſaid John) not ſo cloſe 
neither—none of your idle diſtinctions: I 
ſay you are in the wrong, I have proved 
it, and you know it; you have ſinned againſt 
your own conſcience, and therefore you 
deſerve to be cut off as an incorrigible 
heretic,” 


© How doſt thou know (ſaid Roger) 
that I have ſinned againſt my own con- 
{ſcience ? Canſt thou 2 heart?“ 


Ar this John was ſo enraged that he 
gave him a ſmart kick on the poſteriors, 
and bade him be gone out of his houle, 
and off his lands, and called after him to 
tell him, that if ever he ſhould catch him 
there again he would knock his brains 
out. Roger, having experienced the logic 
of the foot, applied to the ſeat of honor, 

walked 
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on his awaking found ſeveral bears 
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walked off, with as much meekneſs as hu- 
man nature is capable of, on ſuch occa- 
ſions; and having travelled as far as he 
ſuppoſed to be out of the limits of John's 
leaſe, laid himſelf down by the fide of a 
clear rivulet, which flowed down a hill ; 
here he compoſed himſelf to ſleep, and 
out 
him, but none offered him any ſult. 
Upon which he ſaid, and minuted/jt down 
in his pocket- book, © Surely thy beaſts of 


the wilderneſs are in friendſhip with me, 


and this is deſigned by Providence“ as my 
reſting place; here, therefore, will I pitch 


my tabernacle, and here ſhall 1 dwell 


more in peace, though ſurrounded by 
bears and wolves, than when in the midſt 
of thole whom I counted my brethren.” 


Ox this ſpot he built an hut, and hav- 
ing taken poſſeſſion, made a viſit to his old 
maſter Bull, who gave him a leaſe of the 

place, 


»The town of Providence was built by emigrants 


from Maſſachuſetts, of whom Roger Williams was 


head. 
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place, with an iſland or two in an adjoin- 
ing cove of the great lake, and recom- 
mended to him a wife, by whom he had a 
few children; but his plantation was chief. 


Sa ly increaſed by the flocking of ſtrangers 
I; to him ; for he was a very hoſpitable 
nd nan, and made it a rale in his family not 
21 to refuſe any who ſhould come, whether 
It. lame or blind, ſhort or tall, whether they 
"> had two eyes or one, whether they ſquint- 
of cd or ſtammered, or limped, or had any 
my other natural defect or impediment ; it 
my was another rule that every one ſhould 
ch bear with the infirmities ef his neigh. 
ell bours, and help one another as they were 
by able. Once as I was paſting through 
. Roger's plantation I ſaw one man carry- 
" ing another on his ſhoulders, which, at 
'D firſt, I thought a very odd fight ; upon 
1d coming up to them, I perceived that the 
* lower one was blind, and the upper one 


was lame, ſo as they had but one pair of 
cyes, and one pair of legs between them, 
the lame man availed himſelf of the blind 
D man's 
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man's legs, and he of the other's eyes, and 
both went along very well together, I 
remember alſo, that as I paſſed along, the 
fences were in ſome places made of very 
crooked, knotty rails ; but the crooks and 
knots were made to fay into each other ſo 
cleverly, that the fences were as tight as if 
they had been made of ſtuff ſawed ever ſo 
even; a circumſtance which convinced 
| me that very crooked things might be put 
il together, to advantage, if proper pains 
nl were taken, 


[| Wr John Codline had ſettled the 
controverſy with Roger, by kicking him 
out of doors, he began to look about him 
| to ſee what his neighbours were doing. 
Having found a young fellow on his north 
Jil -eaſtern limits, who had come thither with- 


— es th a 


[74 : out his knowledge or permiſſion, he took | 
1 it into his head to ſurvey the extent of | 
his grounds. The words of his leaſe were 


rather ambiguous, and by virtue thereof 
he thought it convenient to extend his 
8 claims 
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claims over the lands on which Robert 
Lumber (for that was the name of the 
young fellow) had ſettled.* It ſeems that 
Bob had been ſent by ſome of John Bull's 
family to ere& a fiſhing ſtage on the bor. 
ders of the lake, and the lawyer who had 
the care of the foreſt not being acquainted 
ſo much as he ought to have been with 
the ſituation of the lands, or having no 
knowledge of the art of ſurveying, had 
made out a leaſe which lapped over Cod- 
line's; ſo that each of them had a claim 
upon the ſame land. In fome circum- 
ſtances this might have been deemed un- 
fortunate, but as it happened it proved 
lucky for poor Bob—his employers had 
left him in the lurch, and he would have 
ſtarved to death if John had not taken 
him under his wing and ſent him proviſ- 
ions to keep him alive. He alſo lent him 
a hand to clear up the buſhes, and fur- 
niſhed him with materials to build a ſaw 
mill, 


* New Hampſhire was granted to John Maſon, and 
the claim deſcended to Robert Maſon. 
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mill. This ſet Bob on his own legs, and 


he proved a ſturdy faithful fellow. He 
was of great ſervice to John in killing 
bears and welves that infeſted his planta- 
tion; and when he himſelf was in dan. 
ger, John lent him powder, ſhot, and 
flints, and ſent hands to help him, and in 
ſo doing he ſerved himſelf as well as his 
neighbour, which was no breach of moral. 


ity: Thus they lived pretty peaceably 


together, till after a while Bob's old own- 


ers found the land was grown good for 


ſomething, and then (without paying 
John for his aſſiſtance in making it ſo) 
appealed to Mr. Bull, and got it away, 
and took a large ſlice of John's land into 
the bargain.“ This was a matter which 
ſtuck in John's throat a great while, and 
if I am rightly informed he has hardly 
{wallowed it yet. He did not think him- 
ſelf fairly dealt by, though he bad all Per- 
egrine Pickle's land put into a new leaſe 
which 


+ The fettling the line between Maſſachuſetts and 
New Hampſhire, 
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which Bull gave him. To be ſhort, John 
Codline and John Bull never heartily 
loved one another; they were in their 
temper and diſpoſition. too much alike ; 
each was eternally jealous of the other : 
and this jealouſy was kept alive by 2 va- 
riety of incidents which it would be too 
tedious to enumerate, One of them, 
however, was of ſo ſingular a nature that 
I think it deſerves to be remembered. It 
was this, Old Lewis had ereCted a fiſh- 
ing ſtage and ware houſe* on the north 
eaſt, which interfered with Codline's fa- 
vorite employment. Without conſult- 
ing his old Maſter Bull, or waiting for his 
advice or orders, Jack ſent a bailiff with 
2 writ of intruſion to the fiſhermen and 
began a ſuit in law; Mr, Bull hearing of 
it, was glad to take advantage of the cir- 
cumſtance and fee council in the cauſe, 


which finally went in his favour. But 


though the iſſue of the cauſe was of ſo 
much advantage to him ; yet he ever af- 


ter 
» Loniſburg. 
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ter looked upon Codline as a forward; 
ſaucy fellow, for running on that errand 
before he was ſent; and there were not 
wanting perfons who were continually 


buzzing in his ear, to keep a good look A 
out on that impudent jackanapes, or he 
would ſoon begin to think himſelf as good 

a man as his maſter. 

tle 
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Attempt of Nicolas Frog and Gusr A- 
vus the Ironmonger, to intrude into the 
Foreſt.— Their quarrel.— Mr. Bu rr's 

fickneſs and delirium.— His policy IR 
paying his debts.— His . quarrel with 
Froc, and its termination by comprom- 
iſe, Plantation of CART-RUT and 
BARE-LAx, called CaSARE a,—Leaſe 
to CHARLES INDico. 


DEAR SIR, 


IN my laſt letter I had got a lit. 
tle too forward in my ſtory, in point of 
time; but as I write by piecemeal, and 
often in a hurry, you muſt excuſe chro- 
nological inaccuracy. I now go back to 
tell you, that between the lands oscupied 
by Marygold, and thoſe on which Plough- 
ſhare had made his ſettlement, was a large 


tract of waſte, where none of Mr. Bull's 
family 
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family had ever been; but the report of 
the plantations which one and another of 
them had made, drew the attention of 
Bull's neighbours. Among theſe, Nico- 
las Frog* was not an idle ſpectator. He 
was as fly a fellow as you will meet with 
in a ſummer's day, always attentive to his 
intereſt, and never let ſlip an opportunity 
to promote it. Obſerving that Mr. Bull 
was rather careleſs of the Foreft, and 
truſted his lawyers and fervants with the 
management of it, and knowing there 
was a large ſlice of it unoccupied, he 
clandeſtinely ſent out ſome ſurveyors in 
the diſguiſe of hunters, to make a deſcrip- 


tion of the country, and report to him at 


their return. Another good neighbour, 
Guſtavus the rronmonger? was gaping af- 
ter it, and gave out word among his jour- 
ney men, that if any of them would ad- 
venture thither and ſet up their trade, he 
would uphold them in their pretenfions, 
and lend them any aſliſtance in his power. 
Accordingly 
* The Dutch, + The King of Sweden. 
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Accordingly one of them, by the name of 
Caſimir, ventured to make a beginning on 
the ſhore of a navigable creek;“ but did 
not care to penetrate far into the country, 
on account of the wolves and bears, which 
were very numerous thereabouts. As 
ſoon as Frog heard of this, he picked a 
quarrel with Guſtavus, and inſiſted that 
the land was his by poſſeſſion, becauſe 
he had already ſent ſurveyors thither. 
It happened, however, that the place 
which Frog's people had pitched upon 
was at the mouth of another creek,+ at a 
conſiderable diſtance; where they had 
built a hut, on a point of land, and far. 
ther up the creek had erected a kind of 
lodge or hunting houſe, for the conven. 
ience of collecting game. On this plant- 
ation Frog had placed Peter Stiver, a one- 
legged fellow, as his overſeer. As foon 
as Peter heard of the quarrel between his 
maſter and Guſtavus, he thought the 
quickeſt way of ending it was the beſt; 
and 
The Delaware. + Hudſon's River. f Albany. 
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and therefore, without waiting for orders 
or ceremony, he went and commanded 
Caſimir off the ground; and with one of 
his crutches beat his houſe to pieces a- 
bout his ears. The poor fellow ſtared at 
this rough treatment; but was glad to eſ- 
cape with whole bones, and humbly re- 
queſted leave to remain there with his 
tools, promiſing to follow his buſineſs 
quietly, and become an obedient ſervant 
to Mr. Frog; upon theſe conditions he 


was permitted to remain, and the whole 


tract was reputed Frog's property. 


While theſe things were doing, John 


Bull was confined to his houſe with a vi- 


olent fever and delirium,* under which 
he laboured for a long time, and his im- 
agination. was the ſeat of every wild freak 
and ſtrange vagary. One while he fan- 
cied himſelf an abſolute monarch ; then, a 
preſbyterian clergyman; then a general of 
horſe; then a lord protector: His noddle 
Was 


* The civil wars in England. 
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was filled with a jumble of polemic divin- 
ity, political diſputes, and military ar- 
rangements, and it was not till after much 
blood letting, bliſtering, vomiting and 
purging, that he began to mend. Under 
this ſevere, but wholeſome regimen, he at 
length grew cool and came to himſelf, 
but found on his recovery that his affairs 
had gone behind hand during his fick- 
neſs, Beſide the loſs of buſineſs, he had 
phyſicians' and apothecaries' bills to pay, 
and thoſe who had attended upon him as 
nurſes, watchers, porters, &c. all ex- 
pected wages or douceurs, and were con- 
tinually haunting him with, How does 
your honour do? I am glad to ſee your 
honour ſo well as to be abroad. Some 
one or more were continually putting 
themſelves in his way, and if they did not 
directly dun him for payment, their looks 
were ſo ſignificant that a man of leſs pen- 
_etration could eaſily have gueſſed what 
was their meaning, 


Bl 
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Bol was ſomewhat perplexed how to 


anſwer all their demands and expecta- 
tions. He was too far behind hand to 


be able to ſatisfy them, and withal too 
generous to let them remain unpaid. At 


length he hit on this expedient: Theſe 


fellows, ſaid he to himſelf, have ſerved me 
well, and may be of uſe to me again. 
There is yet a conſiderable part of my 
foreſt unoccupied. I'll offer to leaſe 
them tracts of land which coſt me nothing, 
and if they will accept them at a low rent, 
they may prove uſeful ſervants, and I 
ſhall be a gainer as well as they.” Hav- 
ing come to this reſolution, he began to 
enquire into the affairs of his foreſt, and 
found that his neighbours had intruded up- 
on his claim. Lewis had taken poſſeſſion 
at one end ;* Lord Strut at the other ;T 
and Nic Frog in the middle,\ and his own 
tenants had been quarrelling with their 


new neighbours, as well as among them- 


| ſelves. 
Canada poſleſſed by the French. + Florida poſ- 
ſeſſed by the Spaniards. - New Amſterdam and 


the New Netherlands, by the Dutch. 
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ſelves. © Hey day! ſays John, this will 
never do; I muſt keep a good look out 
upon theſe dogs, or they will get the ad- 
vantage of me.” Away he goes to Frog, 
and begun to complain of the ill treat- 
ment which he had received. Frog, who 
had no mind either to quarrel, or to cry 
peccavi, like a ſly, evaſive: whore ſon as 
he was, ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, diſ- 
owned wh it his ſervants had done, and 
ſaid, he ſuppoſed they only meant to kill 
game, and did not intend” to hold poſſeſ- 
fon. Bull was not to be put off ſo; his 
blood: was up and he determined to treat 
Frog's ſervants as they had treated Caſi- 
mir. So, calling a truſty old ſtud out of 
his compting houſe, © Here Bob,“ ſaid he, 
take one of my ſervants with a couple of 
blood hounds, and go to that part of the 
foreſt where Peter Stiver has encroached, 
give him fair warning; tell him the land 
is mine, and I will have it; if he gives up 
F. at 


* Sir Robert Carr's expedition againſt Newam- 
'terdam, now Newyork. 
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at once, treat him well and tell him I'll 
give him leave to remain there; but if he 
offers to make any reſiſtance, or heſitates 
about an anſwer, ſet your dogs at him and 
drive him off; kill his cattle and ſet his 


houſe on fire; never fear, I'll bear you 


out in it. Away goes Bob and deliver- 
ed his meſſage; Peter at firſt thought it a 
matter of amuſement, and began to divert 
himſelf with it; but as ſoon as the dogs 
opened upon him he found his miſtake, 
and rather than run the riſk of being 
driven off, he quietly ſubmitted to the 
conditions propoſed. Hang it, ſaid he 
to himſelf, what care I who is my land- 
lord? Gain is my object; I have already 


been at great expenſe, and have a proſ- 


pect of getting an eſtate. To remove 
will ruin me; I'll therefore ſtay here, and 
make money under Bull, or Frog, or any 


other maſter that will let me ſtay.” 


In a ſubſequent quarrel which happen- 
ed between Bull and Frog—the latter 
ſeized 


THE FORESTERS. 51 


ſeized upon this plantation again, and 
Peter recognized his old maſter; but up- 
on a compromiſe it was given up to Bull 
in exchange for a tract of ſwamp“ which 
lay far to the ſouthward. Peter contin- 
ued on the ground through all theſe 
changes, and followed his buſineſs with 
great diligence, collecting game and pelts, 
and vending them ſometimes to Mr. 
Bull, and ſometimes to Mr. Frog. How- 
ever, Bull thought it beſt, that in token of 
ſubjection, Stiver ſhould change his name; 
to which he conſented, and partly to 
pleaſe his new maſter, and partly to re- 
tain the remembrance of his old one, he 
aſſumed the name of Bullfrog, 


Tux whole tract which was thus got- 
ten from Frog, was thought too large for 
one plantation, and therefore Mr. Bull, 
1n purſuance of the plan which he had 
formed appropriated” the rents of the 
plantation, on which Bullfrog was ſeat- 
ed, to his brother, and the other was leal- 

ed 
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ed to two of his ſervants, CaxTrUT and to 

BARECLAY, and ſometime after another * 

tract was ſet off to WILLIAU Broap- C: 

BR1M, Whoſe father had been an aſſidu- of 

ous ratcatcher in Mr. Bull's family ; but eri 

more of this hereafter. WC 

CarTtruT and Bareclay agreed to di- 1 

vide their land into two farms, which they 1 

called the eaſt and weſt farms; “ but when to 

they came to run the diviſion line, their * 

compaſſes differed ſo much that they ap} 

could not fix the boundary. This was De: 

one cauſe of diſſention. Another was the bo” 

different humors and diſpoſitions of their EF 

| families. Thoſe on the Eaſt farm were Is 

| brought up under Mr. Bull's fiſter Pzc,t = 
and as it is well known that ſhe and her 

brother had long been at variance, ſo their 0 

domeſtics had got tinctured with the no- eſt, 

tions and prejudices of their reſpective wee 

families. The family on the Weft farm had 

vas made up of perſons who were ſubject atte 

| | * Eaſt and Weſt Jerſey, 2 » 


+ The church of Scotland. 
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to the epidemic ague or ſhaking pally ;* 
with fon BEER from Bullfrog's and 
Caſimir's families. From this diverſity 
of conſtitutions and humours aroſe bick- 
erings and quarrels, a diſinclination to 
work and ſubmit to family government. 
Theſe diſorders continued a long while, 
and buſineſs went on very ſlowly, till at 
length the heads of both families agreed 
to give up their ſeparate leaſes, and take a 
new one of the whole, and let Mr. Bull 
appoint an overſeer. By theſe means 
peace was reſtored, and the new overſeer, 
who was ſuppoſed to be a deſcendant of 
Jorrus Cæs A, gave the name of his an- 
ceſtor to the farm, which has ever ſince 


been called CÆS AREA. 


THrzRE was another portion of the for- 
eſt, which lay ſouthward of Walter Pipe- 
weed's plantation, and which no perſon 
had yet taken up, though ſome had made 
attempts and had been driven off by the 


numberleſs 
* The Quakers. 
K 2 
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numberleſs muſquitoes and ſand flies, 
which abounded in thoſe places. Mr. 
Bull was ſtill deſirous to reward his 
friends in the cheapeſt manner, and at the 
ſame time to keep his neighbors from en- 
croaching upon him, and ſecure the poſ- 
ſeſſion af the foreſt to himſelf. In pur- 
ſuance of his plan, and to make ſhort work 
of it at once, he leaſed the whole of this 
ſouthern extremity to CHARLES IN DI- 
go,“ who was expreſsly ordered to take 
under his care and into his family all per- 
ſons who had attended Mr. Bull, in his 


late ſickneſs, in quality of nurſes, drug- 


giſts, apothecaries, laundreſſes, uphol- 


ſters, porters, watchers, &c. &c. By this 
order Charles found himſelf at once ſur- 


rounded by a large body of retainers of 


various ranks and qualities, and being a 
ſpeculator himſelf, he employed a ſpecu- 
lative man, Mr. Padlock, who had writ- 
ten a large treatiſe upon Ideas, to draw 
up ſome rules, for the management of 


ſuch a family, intending when he ſhould 


build 


* The Carolina company. 
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build an houſe, to paſte it up in the par- 
lour, as a directory to his wife. Accord. 
ingly Mr. Padlock went to work, and with 
7 an exquiſite mixture of political and met- 
aphyſical knowledge, diſtinguiſhed be- 
tween the hall, the parlour, the dreſſing 
room, the gallery, the muſic room, the 
bed chambers, the chapel, the kitchen, the 
water cloſet, &c, ſhewing what was to be 
done in each, and the proper ſubordina- 
tion of one to the other, all which would 
have been of excellent ſervice in a palace, 
and among people who had got to a high 
degree of refinement, but was ill ſuited to 
the circumſtances of new adventurers in a 
foreſt, They rather needed to be in- 
ſtructed in the method of felling trees, 
draining ſwamps, digging clams, guard- 
ing againſt muſquitoes, killing wolves and 
bears, and erecting huts to keep off the 
weather. To theſe neceſſary affairs they 
were obliged to attend, and Mr. Padlock's 
fine ſpun rules were laid by and little 
thought of. 


CHARLES 


Sen Enron, 
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CrarLEs had pitched upon a ſandy 
point, between two brooks, for his man- 
fion houſe, and had made a ſmall begin- 


ning, when his repoſe was diſturbed by 
one AUGusTINE,* a lubberly fellow, who 


had taken a leaſe of Lord Strut, and liv- 
ed farther ſouthward, This Strut was 


the largeſt landholder in the country, and 


was never ſatisfied with adding field to 


field. He had already got much more 
than he could manage, and had greatly 
impoveriſhed his homeſtead by attending 


to his extra territories. His tenants were 
infected with the ſame land fever, and 


wiſhed to have no neighbors within ſight 


or call. From this envious, diſpoſition 
Auguſtine collected a rabble of louſy fel- 


lows, and was coming to diſpoſſeſs Charles, 


thinking him too weak to make a defence; 
but Charles was a lad of too much ſpunk 
to be brow beaten. He armed all his 
people with ſome weapon of other, and 
advanced till he came within fight of the 
place 
St. Auguſtine in Florida, 
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place where Auguſtine was, who on ſee- 
ing him, took wit in his anger, and went 
back, without attempting any miſchief, 


AwNoTHER difficulty which Charles ex- 
pected to encounter was from the wild 
beaſts; but luckily for him, theſe crea- 
tures got into a quarrel among them- 
ſelves, and fought with each other till 
they had thinned their numbers conſider. 
bly, ſo that Charles and his companions 
could venture into the woods, where they 
caught ſome few and tamed them, as was 
theuſual practice among all Mr. Bull's ten- 
ants at that day. Of this practice a more 
particular account ſhall be given in my 
next letter, AD1EU. 
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Mr. Buu's project of taming wild ani- 
mals.—[ts execution by his tenants, — 
Their different notions and conduct in 


thts matter. 
DEAR SIR, 


You muſt have remarked in your 
acquaintance with the life and character 
of Mr. John Bull, that he is very whim- 
fical, and as poſitive as whimſical. Among 
other advantages which he expected from 
the ſettlement of his Foreſt, one was, that 
the wild animals whom nature had made 
ferocious and untractable in the higheſt 
degree, would be rendered tame and ſer- 


viceable, by receiving inſtruction and edu- 


cation from the nurturing hand of hu- 
manity. He had conceived a notion that 
every creature has certain latent prinei- 


ples and qualities which form a founda- 
tion 
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tion for improvement; and he thought it 
a great piece of injuſtice that theſe quali- 
ties ſhould be ſuffered to remain unculti- 
vated : he had a mind that experiments 
ſhould be attempted: to diſcover how far 
this kind of cultivation was practicable, 
and what uſe could be made of the ani- 
mal powers under the direction and con- 
trol of rational government. Full of 
this idea, he came to a reſolution, that it 
ſhould be the duty of every one of his 
tenants to catch wild beaſts of various 
ſorts, and diſcipline them fo as to find out 
their ſeveral properties and capacities, and 
uſe them accordingly ; and this kind of 


ſervice was mentioned in their reſpective 


leaſes as one condition of the grants. 


Some of the tenants, particularly Pere. 
grine Pickle, John Codline, and Hum- 
phry Ploughſhare, entered zealouſly into 
the meaſure from principle, They had, 
during Mr. Bull's ſickneſs and delirium, 
before ſpoken of, formed an aſſociation 

for 
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for their mutual ſafety.“ The object of 
their union was two fold: firſt, to endea- 
vour by all fair means to tame and diſci- 
pline the wild beaſts ; and ſecondly, in 
caſe of their proving refractory, to defend 
themſelves againſt their attacks. The 
other tenants did ſomething in the ſame 
way ; ſome from one' principle, and ſome 
from another. Peter Bullfrog, who was 
as cunning as any of them, made uſe of 
thoſe which he had: tamed as his caterers, 
to provide game for his table, of which 
the feathers and furs ſerved him as arti- 
cles of traffic, and brought him in a pro- 
fitable return. 


Taz principal confideration (ſetting 
aſide intereſt) which induced the more 
zealous of the Foreſters to enter into this 
buſineſs, was an idea, that theſe animals 
were a degenerated. part of the human 
ſpecies, and might be reſtored to their 
proper rank and order if due pains were 


taken. The grounds of this opinton were 
theſe : 


* The united colonies of New England, 1643. 
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theſe: Among the traditions of the ancient 
Druids there was a ſtory, that out of twelve 
families which inhabited a certain diſtri& 
by themſelves, {en had been loſt, and no 
account could be given of them ; and, 
Where, ſaid they, is it more likely to find 
them than in this foreſt, in the ſhape of 
ſome other creatures ? eſpecially, if the 
doctrine of TRANSMIGRATION, Which 
the Druids held be true. Another tra- 
dition was, that one of Mr. Bull's great 
great uncles, by the name of Madok, had 
many years ago diſappeared, and the laſt 
accounts which had been received of him 
was, that he had been ſeen going towards 
this foreſt ; hence it was concluded that 
his deſcendants muſt be found there. In 
confirmation of this argument, it was al. 

leged, that the ſounds which ſome of 
theſe creatures made in their howlings, 

reſembled the language ſpoken in that 

day : nay, ſome were poſitive that they 

had heard them pronounce the word 

Madgokawando ;* and one hunter roundly 


ſwore 


* The name of x Sachem at Penobſcot. 
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* The celebrated rock, at Dighton, i in Maſſachu- 


ſetts. 


7 


THE FOREST ERS. 


2. 


kind of writing, 


inferred, 


{wore that he had ſeen in the den of a 
bear, an old book, which he ſuppoſed to be 
a Bible written in the Celtic language, and 
this book they concluded muſt have been 
left there by Madok, who could read and 
ſpeak no other language. Another very 
material circumſtance was the diſcovery 
of a rock by the fide of a brook,* in- 
ſcribed with ſome characters which bore 
no teſemblance to any 
ancient or modern; the concluſion from 
hence was, that it muſt be of the remot- 
_ eſt antiquity : this rock was deemed an 
unaccountable curioſity, tillfa certan vir- 
tuoſo took into his noddle, firſt to ima- 
gine, and then to become extremely po- 
ſitive that the characters were Punic; and 
finally this inſcription was tranſlated, and 
affirmed to be nothing leſs than a treaty 
of alliance and commerce between the 
Phenicians and the firſt inhabitants of 


this foreſt, From all theſe premiſes it was 


__ 
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poſitiveneſs, that one ſpecies at leaſt of the 
ſavage animals was deſcended from Madok, 
and that the others were the poſterity of 
the long loſt ten famiiies, who were well 
known to have had a commercial con- 
nexion with the Phen:c:ans, and that 
theſe probably found out their haunt, 
and followed them for the ſake of their 
former friendſhip. What happy light 
do modern diſcoveries and conjectures 
thrown on the dark pages of antiquity ! 


From theſe principles, as well as from 
motives of humanity and of intereſt, ſome 
of the Foreſters entered with zeal on the 
conſideration and practice of the beſt 
methods to fulfil this condition of their 
grants, the diſciplining the ſavage ani- 
mals, and they certainly deſerve praiſe for 
their honeſt endeavours ; but, others who 
pretended to the ſame zeal, it is to be la- 
mented, made ule of this pretence to cov- 
er their vanity or their avarice. Had 
none 
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none but gentle means been uſed, it 
is probable more good might, on the 
whole, have been produced ; but as it 
often happens that many a good project 
has been ruined for want of prudence in 
the execution; lo it fared with this; for 
while the new comers, were buly in 


putting up their huts, and preparing the 


land for cultivation, both which were 
neceſſary before they could attend to any 
other buſineſs, ſome of the ſavage tribe 
would be a little impertinent, either by 
peeping into the huts, or breaking up 


a neſt where the poultry were hatching, 


or carrying off a chick or a goſling. Theſe 


impertinencies bred frequent quarrels, 


and the poor creatures were ſometimes 


driven off with bloody noſes, or obliged 


to hop on three legs, or even laid ſprawl. 
ing and flyly covered with earth, no ſer- 
vice or ceremony being ſaid over the car- 
caſs, and no other epitaph than“ Poh, 


they are nothing but brutes, and where's 


the 


the 
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the harm of killing them !”* or in rhyme 
thus: | 


“ Tit for tat, tit for tat, 
t He ſtole my chick and I broke his back.“ 


WHATEVER plauſible excules might 
have been made for theſé proceedings, 
they ſerved to render the creatures jealous 
of their new neighbors ; but inſtead of a. 
bating their appetite for miſchief, it ſharp. 
ened their invention to take more fly 
methods-of accompliſhing. it. The more 
wary of them kept aloof in the day time, 
and would not be enticed by the arts 
which were uſed to draw them in; how- 
ever, they were ſometimes pinched for 
food, and the new inhabitants uſed to 
throw cruſts of bread, handfuls of corn, 
and other eatables, in their way, which 
allured them by degrees to familiarity. 
After a while it was found that nothing 
ſucceeded ſo well as molaſſes. It was there 
fore thought a capital manceuvre to drop 
a train of it on the ground, which the 

F. 2 creatures 
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creatures would follow, licking it, till they 


had inlenſibly got up to the doors of the 


houſes, where, if any body held a bowl 
or a plate beſmeared with the liquor, they 
would come and put their noſes into it, 
and then you might pat them on the back 
and fides, or ſtroke them, ſaying, © Poor 
Bruin, poor Iſgrim, poor Reynard, poor 
Puſs,“ and the like, and they ſhould ſuf. 
fer themſelves to be handled and fondled 
till they dropped aſleep. When they a- 


| waked they would make a moan and wag 


their tails as if they were aſking for more, 
and if it was denied them, they would 
retire to the woods in diſguſt, til] the ſcent 
of the molaſſes operating on their depray- 
ed appetites, invited them to return where 
it was to be had. This was upon repeat- 
ed trial found to be the moſt effectual way 
of taming them, as they might be taught 
to imitate any kind of tricks and geſtures 
if a diſh of molaſſes was held out as a re- 
ward, 


THE 
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Tu Foreſters knew that they could 
not ingratiate themſelves better with their 
old maſter Bull, than by humouring his 
itch for projects. They therefore took 
care to raiſe reports and write letters from 
time to time concerning the wonderful 
ſucceſs which they had met with in civil- 
izing the ſavage animals. Bull was great- 
ly pleaſed with theſe reports, and made a 
practice of ſending preſents of trinkets to 
be diſtributed among them; ſuch as col. 
lars, earrings, and noſejewels. Several 
times ſome of the moſt ſtately and beſt 
inſtructed of them were carried to his 
houſe for a ſhow, where he had them 
dreſſed up in ſcarlet and gold trappings, 
and led through all his apartments for the 
entertainment of his family, and feaſted 
with every nicknack which his cook and 
confectioner could procure. He was ſo 
fond of being thought their patron, and 
protector, that he uſually ſpoke of them 
as his red children, from the colour of their 
hides, It is not many years fince one of 
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them, after being led through ſeveral fam- 
ilies and plantations of the tenants, was 


carried home to Mr. Bull's own houſe, 


dreſſed in the habit of aſclergyman, hav- 
ing been previouſly taught to lift his paw 
and roll his eyes as if in the act of devo- 
tion. This trick was ſo well carried on 
that the managers of it picked up a large 
pocket full of pence, by exhibiting him 
for a raree ſhow, and the money was ap- 
plied toward building af menagerie, where 
beaſts of all kinds might be brought and 
tamed. This project, like many ſuch 
whims, has made more noife than profit; 
for moſt of thofe who were ſuppoſed to 
be tamed and domeſticated, after they had 
been ſent back to their native woods, with 
a view to their being inſtrumental in 
taming their fellow ſavages, have returned 
to their former ferocious habits, and ſome 
of them have proved greater rogues than 
ever, and have done more miſchief than 
they could otherwiſe have been capable 
of 
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Mx. Bull himſelf was once ſo full of the 
project, that he got his chaplain and ſome 
others to form themſelves into a clubf; the 
profeſſed objett of which, was to propa- 
gate knowledge among theſe ſavage crea. 
tures, After ſome trials which did not 
anſwer expectation, old Madam Bull con- 
ceived that the money which was collec. 
ed might as well be expended in teaching 
Mr. Bull's own tenants themſelves a lit- 
tle better manners; for ſome of them 
were rather awkward and ſlovenly in their 
deportment, while others were decent and 
devout in their own way, Madam, as we 
have before obſerved, was a great zealot 
in the cauſe of uniformity, and had a vaſt 
influence over her ſon, by virtue of which 
the attention of the club was principally 
directed to the promoting this grand ob- 
ject. Accordingly, every one of the ten- 
ants was furniſhed with a Bible and a 
Prayer Book, a clean napkin, baſon, plat- 
ter, and chalice, with a few devotional 
tracts, and ſome young adventurers who 


ve ih 4 fee . 


70 tus FORESTERS. 

had been educated in the family, were 
recommended as chaplains ; who had alſo 
by orders to keep à look out toward the 
ſavage animals, when they ſhould fall in 
their way. 


Tax chaplains were tolerably well re- 
ceived in moſt of the families; but ſome, 
particularly Codline and Ploughſhare, 
who gloried in being able to ſay their 
prayers without book, always looked ſour 
upon them, and would frequently ſay to 
them, © Go, take care of the ſavage ob- 
jects of your miſſion, and don't come here 
to teach us, till you have learned better 
yourſelves,” The chaplains in diſguſt, 
and perhaps in revenge, for they were but 
men of like paſſions, would pout and ſwell 
and call ſchiſmatic and other canonical nick 
names, of which there is extant a large 
vocabulary, and would frequently write 
letters, much to the diſadvantage of their 
opponents, It is not many years fince 
they, with the club which ſent them, were 
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pretty ſeverely handled byſone of Cod- 
line's own chaplains, and it is ſuppoſed 
that they have ever ſince been more mod- 
eſt ; certain it is that they are now on 
better terms with their neighbors than 
formerly ; this may, in part, be owing to 
Mr. Bull's deſerting them and refuſing to 
pay them for their ſervices ever ſince the 
time that he began to quarrel with his 
tenants, On that occaſion ſome of them 
removed their quarters; others kept their 
old places and have got along as well as 
they could without the help which they 
{formerly received. 
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Adventures of CHARLES INDIGO and Pe- 
1ER Pirch. Character of WILLIAM 
BROADBRIM. His projects, principles, 
and a ſpecimen of his harrangues. 


DEAR SIR, 


I HAVE obſerved, in a former 


letter, that the leaſe which Mr. Bull gave 
to Charles Indigo, obliged him to receive 
into his family all ſuch perſons as had 
been attendants on Mr. Bull during his 
ſickneſs, and for whom he had no other 
means of providing. This general indul- 
gence procured to Charles the reputation 
of a very friendly, hoſpitable perſon, and 
induced great numbers of other people 
of various characters, views, and intereſts, 


to ſeek an aſylum within his limits. A- 


bout this timè old Lewis had grown ſick and 


peeviſh, and had ſeverely cudgelled ſome 
of 
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of his apprentices, becauſe they did not 
make their P's and Q's exactly to his 
mind.“ The poor fellows, to prevent 
worſe treatment, fled from his houſe, and 
took refuge with Mr. Bull, who treated 
them civilly, and recommeyded them to 
the. Foreſt, where they diſperſed them. 
ſelves in the ſevera! families of his tenants, 
and a large party of them took up their 
abode with Charles, to whom they prov- 
ed an induſtrious, profitable acquiſition, 
though ſome of the family looked a little 
ſourly upon them. 


Tus facility of admitting ſtrangers pro- 
duced an effect which had almoſt proved 
fatal to the reputation of the family; for 
a number of highwayment alſo ſought 
ſhclter there, and by means of their gold 
and filver, which they had in plenty, 
made friends insthe houſe, and were ad- 
mitted by n ght at a back door. After a 


while 
* Revocation of the edict of Nantz, by Lewis XIV. 
_ 
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while they grew more bold, and came in 
the day time, under the diſguiſe of ped- 
lars, with packs on their ſhoulders. One 


of them actually took his ſtand behind a * 
corner of one of the fences, from whence fo 
he ſallied out on travellers; this corner ob- * 
tained, from that circumſtance, the name fo 
of Cape Fear ; and as the firſt names of di 
places are not eaſily got rid of, it retains lar 
the name to this day, and perhaps will ev- = 
er retain it. Here the raſcal intended to wad 
have built himſelf a lodge, and taken up bed 
his quarters for life; but the matter was VI. 
now grown ſo public, that Charles, for the a Ie 
honour of his family, ordered all ſtrag- hal 
glers to be ſeized, and this fellow in par- Pite 
ticular, after a ſevere ſtruggle, was appre- lect 
hended and brought to juſtice. and 

Bul 

Tu ſame ſpot was afterward taken we 
poſſeſſion of by PETER Piren, “ a poor to 7 
fellow who got his living as le did his that 
cou 


name, from collecting the reſinous juice 


of 


* Northcarolina. 
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<A 


of the numerous pines which grew there- 
abouts. He had to work hard and fare 
hard, and go a great way for his victuals 
and clothes ; but after he had lived alone 
for ſome time, he picked up one or two 
- acquaintances of his own ſtamp, and they 
formed a family, which was at firſt rather 
diſorderly. Farther diſcovery of the 
lands, and the advantage of the water car- 
riage, induced ſome other people to fit 
down by him, and in proceſs of time he 
became ſo reſpectable as to be noticed by 
Mr. Bull, who, though he never gave him 
a leaſe in form, yet let him have cloth and 
haberdaſhery upon credit, and took his 
pitch in payment as faſt as he could col- 
lectit. This kept him 1n a dependent ſtate, 
and ſubjected him to 1mpoſitions from 
Bull's clerks and journeymen. About 
twenty years ago, Bull ſent him taylor 
to ly on a new coat,“ which was ſo ſtrait 
that it ſplit in ſeveral places, and never 
could be altered ſo as to ſit him; but he 
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»6 ruf FORESTERS. 


was obliged to wear it rather than quarrel 
with his patron. This ſame taylor was 
remarkable for cabbaging, as Peter Bull- 
frog and Humphry Ploughſhare have ſince 


had large experience, 


To finiſh what relates to Charles Indi. 
go, I ſhall obſerve, that the land on which 
he began his plantation, was in general fo 
wet and miry, that it was unfavourable to 
the production of wheat, and it was for 
ſome time doubtful whether he would be 
able to raiſe his own bread. Chance at 
length effected what labour and ingenui- 
ty could not: a bird of paſſage having 
dropped ſome kernels of rice in his dung, 
it was found to thrive excecdingly well ; 
from whence the hint was taken, and rice 
became the ſtandard grain of the planta- 
tion. By the cultivation of this, and of a 


weed which was uſeful to the dyers, he 


grew rich, and made a fightly figure a- 

mong his neighbours in point of dreſs and 

equipage ; though his countenance 1s 
| rather 
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rather ſallow, and he is ſubjeQ to frequent 
returns of the intermittent fever, 


By the extenſive leaſe given to Indigo 
and his aſſociates, moſt of Mr, Bull's de- 
pendants and attendants were provided for, 
and their ſervices recompenſed with a 
ſhew of generoſity on his part, and of ſat- 
isfaction on theirs. I have before juſt 
hinted at a grant made to WIIIIAu 
BROADBRIM,“ of which I ſhall now give 
a more particular account. 


His father had been an old ſervant of 
Mr, Bull, and had been employed in the 
very laborious and neceſſary buſineſs of 
catching and killing rats, In this employ- 
ment he was ſo very dexterous and ſuc- 
ceſsful, that he recommended himſelf 
highly to his maſter, who not only allow- 
ed him large wages, but promiſed him 
tarther recompenſe. During Mr. Bull's 
ſickneſs, the care and diligence of this 
faithful ſervant had been unremitted, and 

his 

* Pennſylvania. . 
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his merits were thereby increaſed, ſo that 
Mr. Bull, on his recovery, found himſelf 
deeply indebted to him, and he ſtill con- 
tinued his ſervices; till worn out with age 
and infirmity, he died and had an hoger- 
able funeral. 


His ſon William then became his heir, 
and ſolicited for payment of the ar- 
rears due to his father, which Mr. Bull, 
according to the maxim he had laid down 
for himſelf, and urged by the neceſſity of 
the occaſion, propoſed to diſcharge by a 
leaſe of part of the Foreſt. This hap- 
pened to fall in, exactly, with William's 
views; which were of a ſingular nature. 


ABovurT this time a nervous diſorder 
appeared in Bull's family, which went by 
the name of the faking palſy.“ We ſhall 
not pretend to trace the cauſes of it, as the 
origin of ſuch things is often obſcure and 
impenetrable ; but the effects were, a 
trembling of the nerves, a ſtiffneſs in the 
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neck and ſhoulders, and a heſitaney in the 
ſpeech, ſo that it was impoſſible for the 
patients to pronounce certain 'words and 
ſyllables, ſuch as Sir, Madam, your Hon- 
or, my Lord, &c. nor could one of them 
raiſe his hand to take off his hat, or hold 
it on the book when an oath was to be 
adminiſtered. 


Mx. Bull's choleric temper miſinter- 
preted this natural infirmity into a ſullen 
diſreſpect. When he found a change in 
the behaviour of theſe domeſtics ; that 
inſtead of bowing to him they ftood up- 
right as a maypole, and inſtead of Sir, and 
your Honor, they could utter nothing but 
Friend, he grew angry, and made a pretty 
free uſe of his fiſt; and when he found 
that they could not be cured by ſuch 
means, he thruſt ſome of them into a dark 
cloſet, and ſhut them up till they ſhould, 
as he termed it, learn better manners ;** 
and it is ſuppoſed he would have carried 
his reſentment much further, but for this 
circumſtance ; 
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circumſtance ; William Broadbrim, who 
had himſelf ſtrong ſymptoms of the dif. 
order, whiſpered to Mr. Bull, that if he 
would give him time to ripen a project, 
which he had conceived, he would rid 


him of all trouble with theſe people. 


William had a plodding genius, and the 
ſcheme with which his head was pregnant 


at this time, was nothing more or leſs than 
to make a ſettlement in the foreſt, and 


take all theſe people with him. Bull, 


who was glad to get rid of them, and of 


the debt which he owed to William, read. 


ily fell in with the project; and a grant 


was made out under hand and ſeal, where. 
in William Broadbrim, and his heirs; 
were inveſted with the right of ſoil, and 
all other privileges of proprietorſhip, in a 
certain part of the. foreſt, between the 
plantation of Marygold and that of Cart- 
rut and Bareclay, being in the neighbor. 
hood of the ſpot where Caſimir had re- 
built his hut, and lived in an ambiguous 


ſituation, not knowing who was his land- 
lord, 
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lord. With him William made a peace. 
able compromiſe, ſaying, Friend, I will 
do thee no violence, there is room enough 
for us both.” Caſimir was glad of ſo 
good a neighbor, and he had reaſon to be, 
for he throve more rapidly after this than 
before. 


Wir IIAu pitched upon a level piece 
of ground, where two large brooks met, 
for the ſituation of his manfion houſe, 
and went to work to draw up rules for 
the government of his family. One of 
which was, that no perſon ſhould be re- 
fuſed admittance into it, or diſturbed in 
it, or caſt out of it, on account of any 
natural infirmity. Another was, that no 
arms, nor ammunition, ſhould ever be 
made uſe of on any pretence whatever, 
The firſt of theſe rules gained William 
great reputation among all ſenfible men; 
the latter was a notion which candor would 
lead us to ſuppoſe proceeded from a love 
of peace, and the exerciſe of good will to- 
7 ward 
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ward his fellow creatures ; though ſome 
were ſo illnatured as to imagine that it 
was an effect of the diſorder in his nerves, 


Wu any of William's neighbors, 
who were of a different way of thinking, 
ſpake to him of the impolicy of this rule, 
and aſked him how he expected to defend 
himſelf and his family againſt the. wild 
beaſts, if they ſhould attack him; Wil- 
liam, who was fond of harangue, would 
anſwer thus—“ There is in all crea- 
tures a certain inſtinct, which diſpoſeth 


them to per.ce. This inſtinct is ſo ſtrong 


and fixed, that upon it, as upon a foun- 
dation, may be erected a complete ſyſtem 


of love and concord, which all the powers 


of anarchy ſhall not be able to overthrow, 
To cultivate and improve this inſtin& is 
the buſineſs of every wiſe man, and he 
may reaſonably expect that an example 
of this kind, if ſteadily and regularly ad- 
hered to, will have a very extenſive and 
beneficial influence, on all ſorts of crea- 
tures ; 
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tures; even the wild beaſts of the foreſt 
will become tame as the lambs, and birds 
of prey as harmleſs as doves. Doſt thou 
not ſee, friend, what influence my exam- 
ple has already had on thoſe creatures 
which are deemed ſavage? I go into their 
dens with ſafety, and they enter my hab- 
itation without fear. When they are 
hungry I feed them, when they are thirſty 
I give them drink, and they in return 
bear my burdens, and do ſuch other kind 
offices as they are capable of, and I require , 
of them. I have even tamed ſome of 
them fo far, that they have ſold me the 
land on which they live, -and have ac- 
knowledged the bargain by a mark made 
with their toe nails on parchment. They 
are certainly ſome of the beſt natured crea- 
tures in the world; their native inſtinct 
leads them to love and peace, and ſocia- 
bility, and as long as I fet them a good 
example 1 bave no doubt they will follow 
it. When ſuch is my opinion and expec- 
tation, why ſhould I be anxious about 
what 
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What may, and I truſt never will happen? 
Why ſhould I put myſelf in a poſture of 
defence againſt thoſe who may never at- 
tack me? or, why ſhould I, by the ap- 
pearance of jealouſy and diſtruſt on my 
part, offend thoſe who now put confi. 
dence in me ? No, no, I will not ſuppoſe 
that they will ever hurt me. I will not 
ſuffer the carnal weapon to be ſeen in my 
houſe, nor ſhall one of my family ever 
learn the deteſtable practice. of pulling the 
trigger. I leave the inſtruments of de- 
ſtruction to the offspring of Cain and the 
ſeed of the ſerpent; while I meckly imi- 
tate the gentleneſs of the lamb, and the 
innocence of the dove.” 


Wir ſuch harrangues William would 
frequently entertain himſelf and his 
friends, and he was ſo ſanguine in his be- 
nevolent project, that inſtead of having 
his own name, as was uſual, written over 
his door, he had the words]BrRoTnerLyY 
LOVE, tranſlated into the Greek language, 
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and inſcribed in golden characters, as a 
ſtanding invitation to perſons of all na- 
tions and characters to come and take 
ſhelter under his roof. | 
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LETTER VI. 


Diſſentions in BRoavBRIM's family. — His 


aver f.on to fire arms and its conſequence. 
Mr. BuLL's ſecond ſickneſs, and ſecond 

marriage. His project of making a neu 
plantation. —Thre care of it committed to 
GEORGE TrusTY.—Trout fiſhery eſ- 
tabliſhed at the plantation of ALEXAN= 
DER SCOTUS. 


DEAR SIR, 


Tur general invitation which 
William Broadbrim had given to all per- 
ſons who were deſtitute of a home, to come 
and take ſhelter under his roof, and the 
gentle humane treatment which thoſe 
who accepted the invitation met with, 
ſpread his fame abroad, and brought him 
much company. His family was ſome- 
times compared to the Ark of Noah, be- 


cauſe there was ſcarcely any kind of be- 
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ing, of whatever ſhape, ſize, complexion, 
diſpoſition, or language, but what might 
be found there. He had allo the art to 
keep them pretty well employed. In- 
duſtry, frugality, and temperance, were 
the leading principles of his family; and 
their thriving was 1n a ratio compounded 
of theſe three forces. Nothing was want- 
ing to make them as happy a family as any 
in the world, but a diſpoſition among 
themſelves, to live in peace. Unluckily, 
however, this defirable blefiing, on ac- 
count of the variety of their humours and 
intereſts, was ſeldom found among them. 
Ambition, jealouſy, avarice, and party 
ſpirit, had frequent out breakings, and 
were with difficulty quelled. It is need- 
leſs to enter into a very particular diſcuſ- 
ſion of the grounds or effects of theſe diſ- 
ſentions: family quarrels are not very 
entertaining either at home or abroad, un- 
leſs to ſuch as delight in ſcandal. But 
there was one cauſe of diſſention which it 


would be improper not to notice, becauſe 
I have 
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I have already hinted at the principle 


from which it proceeded. William's 
averſion to fire arms was ſo ſtrong, that 
he would not ſuffer any of his family to 
moleſt the wild inhabitants of the foreſt, 
though they were ever ſo miſchievous. 
While the family was ſmall, the ſavage 
animals who lived in the neighborhood 


being well fed, were tolerably tame and 


civil, but when the increaſed number of 
the family had penetrated farther into the 


| foreſt, the haunts of the natives were dil. 


ſturbed, and the ſtragghng labourers were 
ſometimes ſurpriſed, and having nothing 


to defend themſelves with, fell a ſacrifice 


to ſavage reſentment. Remonſtrances 


were preſented to Mr. Broadbrim one 


after another, but he always infiited on 
it that the ſufferer muſt have been the 
aggreſſor, and that © they who take the 
fword mult expett toperith by the (word.”” 
At length the dead corple of one. of the 
labourers, mangled and torn in a dread- 
ful 'manner, was brought and laid at the 
door 
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door of William's parlour * with a label 
affixed to the breaſt, on which were writ- 
ten theſe words, © Thou thyſelf muſt be 
accounted my murderer,. becauſe thou 
didſt deny me the means of defence.” At 
fight of this horrid ſpeQacle, Broadbrim 
turned pale ! the eye of his mind looked 
inward !' Nature began to plead her own 
cauſe within him! he gave way in ſome 
degree to her operations, though contrary 
to his preconceived opinion, and with a 
trembling hand figned a permiſhon for 
thoſe to uſe the carnal weapon, ſ who could 
do it without ſcruple ; and when they 
aſked him for money to buy guns, pow- 
der and ball, he gave them a certain ſum 
to provide the neceſſaries of life, leaving 
them to put their own conſtruction on the 
words. By degrees his ſqueamiſhneſs de- 
creaſed, and though it is imagined he has 
ſtill ſome remainder of it, yet neceſſity has 
ſo often overcome it, that there is not 
| much 
* State houſe, 1755. 
+ Militia act. 
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much ſaid on the ſubjeR, unleſs it be vety 
privately and among friends. 


Dvukixcs the time of which we have 
been ſpeaking, Mr. John Bull had under- 
gone another ſickneſs,“ not ſo long nor ſo 
violent as the former, but much more 
beneficial in its effects. His new phyſi- 
cians had adminiſtered medicines which 
compoled his nerves ; he cat, drank, and 
ſlept more regularly; and he was adviſed 
to marry again, for his former wife had 
died of a conſumption a little before this 
ſickneſs came on. By theſe means his 
vigour was renewed, but ſtill his whimſi- 
cal diſpoſition. remained, and broke out 
on ſeveral c:caſlions. When he viewed 
his extenſive foreſt, now planted and 
thriving, under the honeſt hand of induſ- 
try, he thought within himſelf that ſtill 
oreater advantages might be derived from 
that territory. There was yet a part of it 
unſettled between the plantation of Charles 


Indigo, and the dominions of Lord Strut ; 


and 
The Revolution, 1688. 
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and Bull thought it a pity to let ſo much N 
remain a wilderneſs. The other planta- 
tions had been made by diſcontented ſer- 
vants and needy adventurers, who, ſtrug- 
cling with hardſhips, a ſteady perfe- 
verance had ſurmounted many difficul- 
ties, and obtained a comfortable living. 
* Now, ſaid Bull, if theſe fellows have 
done ſo well, and got fo far aforehand; 
without having any capital of their own 
to begin with, what cannot be done by the 
force of my great capital ? If they have 
performed ſuch wonders, what greater 
wonders may be brought mto view by my 
own exertions, with all the advantages 
which it is in my power to command? 
To it, boys, I vow Ill have a farm of my 
own that ſhall beat you all!“ — Having 
hit upon this project, his brains immedi- 
ately became pregnant with 1deas ; but 
according to the rule which he had lately 
preſcribed to himſelf, he communicated 
the matter to his wife. This good lady 
was not free from an ambitious turn of 
mind, 
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mind. She was extremely fond of hav- 
ing it thought that ſhe had great influence 


over her huſband, and would ſometimes 
gratify his humour at the expenſe of her 
own judgment, rather than not keep up 


this idea. His expectations from his new 


project were very ſanguine. The land 


on which he had caſt his eye was enough 
for a large farm; it had a ſouthern ex- 


poſure, it was warm, rich and fertile in 
ſome parts, and in others boggy or ſandy. 
He had converſed with ſome foreigners, 


who told him that it was proper for the 
cultivation of wine and ſilk, and he im- 


agined that if he could but add theſe ar- 


ticles to the liſt of his own productions, 
there would be a great ſaving in the fam- 
ily. Mrs. Bull too was pleaſed with the 
idea of having her filk gowns and ribbands 
of her own growth, and with the expecta- 
tion of having the vaults filled with wane, 
made on her own plantation ; for theſe and 
other good reaſons, her thereunto mor- 


ing, madam gave her conſent to the proj- 
ect. 
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ect. The perſon appointed to carry it 
into execution was George Truſty, * a ſenſ- 
ible well bred merchant, but one who had 
only ſpeculated in the ſcience of agricul. 
ture, and knew nothing of it by experi- 
ence. - Having collected a number of poor 
people who were out of employment, he 
{ent them to the ſpot, with ſtrict orders to 
work fix days in ſeven, to keep their tools 
free from ruſt, and their fare arms in read- 
ineſs for their defence. Whatever they 
ſhould earn was to be their own as long as 
they lived, and after their death their poſ- 
ſeſſions were to deſcend to their ſons, and 
in default of male iſſue to revert to the o- 
riginal grantor, They were not allowed 
to ule black cattle in the labour of the 
field; and were exprelsly forbidden to 
drink grog. Their buſineſs was to culti- 
vate vines and mulberry trees, and to 
manufacture wine and filk. Upon this 
project another was grafted by the very 
ſagacious Doctor Sguintum, who chole this 
new plantation as the moſt convenient 
ſpot 
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ſpot in the world for a charity ſchool, 
where Orphans might receive the belt ed- 
ucation and be fitted to be the pillars of 
church and ſtate, 


Bur notwithſtanding the ſums which 
Bull ſo freely laviſhed out of his bags for 
the ſupport of the vine and mulberry 
plantations; and notwithſtanding the col. 
legions which Squintum made among 
his numerous devotees, theſe projects 
were either ſo impracticable in themſelves, 
or ſo ill conducted in the execution, that 
neither of them anſwered the expectations 
of the projectors. For want of black cat- 
tle, the ſoil could not be properly tilled; 
and for want of grog, the labourers faint- 
ed at their work; the right of inheritance 
being limited to the male line, women 
and girls were not fond of living there, 
and the men could not well live without 
them; land, cattle, women and grog, 
were to be had elſewhere, and who would 
be confined to ſuch a place ? The land, 
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too, was claimed by Lord Strut, who 
ſent them writs of ejectment. As to the 
Charity ſchool, it was, on trial, found 
that the coſt was more than the profit, 
and the building which had ſwallowed up 
thouſands of charity money, was finally 
conſumed by fire. Poor George Truſty 
was diſcouraged, and begged Mr. Bull 
to take the plantation into his own hands ; 
however, Bull continued to ſupply him 
with caſh, and he kept making attempts. 
Alterations were made in the terms of ſet. 
tlement, the reſtrictions were removed, 
cattle and grog were allowed, Lord Strut 
was ouſted, and poſſeſſion held ; the 
ſwamps were drained ; rice and indigo 
were cultivated inſtead of filk and wine; 
and upon the whole, conſiderable im- 
provements were made, though at ſuch a 
vaſt expenſe, that Mr. Bull never ſaw a- 
ny adequate returns. | 


Tre ill ſucceſs of this adventure did 


not deter him from another project. He 
was 
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was extremely fond of Trout,“ and thought 
if he could have them regularly catched 
and brought to his table, he ſhould ex- 
ceed all his neighbours in delicate living; 
and now and then be able to ſend a meſs 
to his particular friends. Lord Peter's 
family too, he thought, would be glad to 
buy them, as they were very uſeful in the 
long lents, and frequent meagre days ob. 
ſerved by them. There was a part of the 
foreſt on the north-eaſt quarter, which 
was very conveniently ſituated for this 
employment. f It had been occupied by 
ALEXANDER SCOTUS, a purblind fel. 
low, who had ſtraggled thither no one 
could tell how; and it was matter of 
doubt whether he derived his right from 
Bull, or Lewis; for both of them laid 
claim to the land, and their claims had 
not been fairly decided in law, To make 
ſure of the matter, Mr. Bull, by advice of 
his wife, ſent a waggon to bring off the 


family of Scotus, whom he diſtributed a- 


mong 


Cod fiſhery. 
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mong the other families of his tenants ; 
and in their room ſent thither“ a parcel 
of naked, half ſtarved people, who could 
live no where elſe, and ſupported- them 


for ſeveral years with: proviſions, furniſh. 
ed them with ſKiffs, lines, hooks and oth. 


er implements to carry on the fiſhery ; 


but every trout which they catched, coſt 
him ten times as much as if he had bought 
it in the common market; nor could 
he, after all, get half what he wanted for 
his own conſumption. His trout fiſhery, 
and his mulberry plantation, rendered him 
the laughing ſtock of his neighbours, 
nor could he ever gain even the intereſt 
of the money he had laid out upon them; 
while the foreſters who had ſettled at their 
own expenſe, grew rich and became re- 
ſpectable. He had indeed, the benefit of 
their trade, which kept his journeymen 
at work, and obliged him to enlarge their 
number; for the foreſters had a reſpect 
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for their old maſter and landlord, and 
when they had any thing to ſell, they al- 
ways let him have the refuſal of it, and 
bought all their goods of him. But 
though he called himſelf their father, and 
his wife their mother, yet he began to a- 
bate of his parental affection for them 
and rather looked on them with a jealous 
eye, as if they were aiming to deprive him 
of his claim and ſet up for independence. 
Had he been contented with the profits of 
their trade, as was certainly his intereſt, 
they might have remained his tenants to 
this day ; but ambition, avarice, jealouſy 
and choler, inflamed by bad counſellors, 
have wrought ſuch a ſeparation, that it 
is thought Mr. Bull will go mourning al! 
the remainder of his days, and his grey 
hairs will be brought down with ſorrow 
to the grave. 
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Mr. Burr's quarrel and lawſuit with 
LEewis and Lord STRUT,—He gains 


poſſeſſion of the whole Foreſt. 


DEAR SIR, 


In my former letters I have 
endeavoured to trace the ſeveral ſteps by 
which the foreſt became cultivated and 
peopled. Mr. Bull had no leſs than 
fourteen tenants who held under him, and 
were ſettled on lands which he claimed as 


his own, and which he had granted to 


them in ſeparate parcels, Their names, 
and the enigmatical letters by which they 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves, were as follows: 


Alexander Scotus, N. S. 
Robert Lumber, N. H. 
John Codline, M. 
Roger Carrier R. I: 


Humphry 


- — — — 
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Humphry Ploughſhare, C. 


Peter Bullfrog, N. Y. 
Julius Cæſar, N. I. 
Caſimir, D. 
William Broadbrim, . 


Cecilius Marygold, 
Walter Pipeweed, 
Peter Pitch, 
Charles Indigo, 
George Truſty, 


9 4 
26 


IT was obſerved, that of all the adven. 
turers, thoſe generally were the leaft 


thriving, who received moft aſſiſtance 


from their old maſter. I cannot tell 
whether it was owing to their being em- 
ployed in buſineſs to which they had not 


ſerved a regular apprenticeſhip, or to a 


natural indolence, and a diſpoſition to 
continue hangers on where they had got 
a good hold ; for it muſt be noted, that 
Mr. Bull was very generous to ſome per- 
fons, and on ſome occaſions where it ſuit- 
ed his fancy, and this diſpoſition in him 
was 
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was ſo prevalent, that they who kenned 
him, and would humor his whims, could 
work him out of any thing which they had 


a mind to. 


Ox the other hand, thoſe adventurers 
who came into the foreſt on their own 
hook, and had no aſſiſtance at all from 
their old maſter, nor any thing to help 
themſelves with, but their four limbs and 
five ſenſes, proved to be the moſt induſ- 
trious and thriving, and after a while told 
up a good eſtate. They all ſeemed to 
have an affection for Mr. Bull, and it was 
generally believed to be ſincere, His 
houſe was uſually ſpoken of by them as 
their home. His ware houſe was the cen- 
tre of their traffic; and he had the ad- 
dreſs to engroſs the profits of their labour 
and draw their earnings into his own fob. 
To ſome of them he would now and then 
make a preſent, to others he would.lend a 
pack of his hounds,* when he was out of 


the 


Station ſhips and regiments. 


I.2 


— —ͤ ſ7D72wC04 — — 


a — — — — — — — — — — 


102 | Tax FORESTERS. 


the humor of hunting ; but they were 
generally uſeleſs to them for the purpoſe 
of ſcouring the woods, thoſe who could 
afford it kept dogs of their own, who were 
better trained to the game, and could bet- 
ter ſcent the foreſt, being native curs, and 
not ſo ſpruce and delicate a breed as Bull's 
grey-hounds. 


IT has been before obſerved, that each 


end of the foreſt was occupied by Bull's 


rivals, His old neighbour Lewis had got 
the north end, and Lord Strut the ſouth. 
Bull's tenants had ſeated themſelves chief- 
ly on or near the ſhore of the lake, and had 


not extended very far back, becauſe of the 


beaſts of prey ; but Lewis, like a cunning 
old fox, had formed a ſcheme. to get foot. 
ing in the interior parts of the country, 
and prevent theſe planters from penetrat- 


ing beyond the limits which he intended 


to aſſign them. His emillaries had been 


ſent ſlily into the diſtant parts of the for- 


eſt, under pretence of taming theſe beaſts 
of 
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of prey; but in fact they had halved the 
matter with them, and had themſelves 
become as ſavage as the beaſts had become 
tame. They would run, leap and climb 
with them and crawl into their dens, im- 
parting to them a lick of melaſſes out of 
their calabaſh, and teaching them to 
ſcratch with their paws the ſign of a croſs. 
They had bailt ſeveral hunting lodges on 
the moſt convenient paſſes of the brooks 
and ponds, and though thus ſcattered in 
the wood, were all united under one o- 
verſeer, called Onontio,* who lived in 
the manſion-houſe of St. Lewis's Hall. 


IT was matter of wonder among Bull's 
tenants, for ſome time, what could be the 
reaſon that the wild beaſts had grown 
more ſurly and ſnappiſh of late than for- 
merly ; but after a while, ſome hunters 
made a diſcovery of the new lodges, which 
the emiſſaries of Onontio had erected, and 
the deſign of them being apparent, a gen- 
eral alarm was raiſed in the plantations, 


On 


* The governor of Canada, 
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On the firſt news, Walter Pipeweed ſent 


his grandſon George,“ a ſmart, active, live- 


ly youth, acroſs the hills, with his compli- 
ments to the intruders, deſiring them to 
move off, and threatening them with a 
writ in caſe of non compliance. This 
modeſt warning being ineffectual, it was 
thought that if an Union could be formed 


among the tenants, they might make a 


ſtand againſt. theſe encroachments. A 
meeting was held at Orange Hall, t but no 
efficient plan could be hit on, without a 
previous application to their landlord; 


who hearing of this meeting, conceived a 


jealouſy with regard to this union which 
ſeemed to be their object, and thought it 
was better te retain the management of 
the matter in his own hands, and keep 
them divided among themſelves, but u- 
nited in their dependence on him. He 
therefore ſent them word that he had a 
very great affection for them, and would 


take care of their intereſt, which was allo 


his 


* Waſhington, 1953. + Albany, 1754. 
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his own ; that he would not ſuffer old 
Lewis to ſet his half tamed wild beaſts 
upon them, nor eject them from their poſ= 
ſeſſions, but that he would immediately 
take advice of his council, learned in the 
law, conjuring them by the affection which 
they profeſſed to bear towards him, to be 
aiding and affiſting in all ways, in their 
power, towards bringing the controverſy 
to an iſſue. 


Ar this time, the ſteward, to whom 
Mr. Bull entruſted the care of his buſi- 
neſs, was not a perſon of that diſcernment 
and expedition which the exigency of af- 
fairs required. He had committed divers 
blunders in his accounts, and it was ſul. 
pected that he was a defaulter in more 
reſpects than one. It cannot, therefore, 
be expected, that in conducting a contro- 
verlſy of this magnitude, he ſhould exactly 
hit on the right methods, nor employ the 
beſt council which could be had. The 
firſt ſtep which was taken was to ſend 
Broadoak 
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Broadoak* the bailiff, with a writ of in- 
truſion, which he was ordered to ſerve 
volens nolens, upon one of the melluages 
or hunting ſeats. of Lewis. This bailiff, 
proceeding raſhly and againſt the belt ad- 
vice into the foreſt, not a ſtep of which he 
was acquainted with, found his progreſs 
impeded in a way wholly unexpeRed, 
For Onontio had taken care to place a 
number of his half tamed wild cats and 
wolverenes on the boughs of trees, which 
hung over the path, and as ſoon as the 
bailiff came within reach, having firſt 
wetted their tails with their own urine, 
they whiſked it into his eyes till they 
blinded him. This manœuvre put a ſtop 
to the proceſs for that time, 
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SEVERAL other attempts of the like 
kind were made without ſucceſs, and Lew- 
is at one time had almoſt got poſſeſſion of 
Orange Hall. Not only the foreſters 
themſelves, but even Bull's own domeſ- 

| tics, 

* Braddock, 1755. + 1157. 
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tics, complained bitterly of theſe ineffec- 
tual meaſures, and their clamors at laſt 
prevailed to make him diſcharge his old 
ſteward, and put another into his place. 
The new officer* ſoon changed the face of 
affairs; he employed no attorneys, nor 
bailiffs, but thoſe of tried and approved 
abilities, men of enterprize and reſolution, 
by whom the ſuit was proſecuted in good 
earneſt, In every action Bull recovered 
judgment, and got poſſeſſion. When 
Lord Strut came in to the aid of Lewis, 
Bull caſt him alſo, and took away his ma- 
nor of Auguſtine, which, with the whole 
tract of land, where Onontio preſided, 
was annexed to his, eſtate, The agents 
who had been employed in this arduous 
ſervice, were not only well paid for doing 
their duty, but, with the ſteward, who em- 
ployed them, were honored according to 
the ancient, but whimſical cuſtom of Bull's 
family, by having their effigies portrayed 
on ſign boards, pocket handkerchiefs, ſnuff 
| boxes, 
* Pitt's adminiſtration, 3 
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boxes, and punch bowls ; ſo that while 
the fit laſted, you could not walk the 


ſtreets, nor blow your noſe, nor take a 
pinch of ſnuff, nor a draught of punch, 


but you were obliged to ſalute them. 


Wu x EVER Bull's ſteward called up- 


on the foreſters for their quotas of aid, to- 


wards carrying on this heavy lawſuit, they 
always readily afforded it ; and ſome of 
them were really almoſt exhauſted by the 
efforts which they made, to do more than 
their ſhare, The ſteward was ſo ſenfible 
of their merit, that on due conſultation 
with Mr. Bull's wife, and her taking him 
in the right mood, he was prevailed upon 
to reimburſe the extra expenſe to them, 
and mutual complacency reigned between 
the landlord and tenants all the-time this 
ſteward remained in office, But theſe 
times were too good to laſt long ; there 


were ſome who envied the Reward his 


reputation, and raiſed ſtories to his diſad- 


vantage, which highly affronted him. At 
this 
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this time Mr, Bull was ſo much off his 
guard, as to give heed to theſe reports, 
and take a raſh ſtep in a hurry, which he 
had occaſion to repent of at his leiſure. 
He accepted the reſignation of this truſty 
ſervant, and put one of his“ ſiſter Peg's 
caſt off footmen into his place; whereby 
he laid a foundation for his own diſgrace, 
and the diſmemberment of his eſtate, of 
which I ſhall give you a particular ac- 
count hereafter. ADIEU. 


* Bute's adminiſtration, 1761. 
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6. E 1, 8M IX. 


Mr. Bur gets into debt, and by the ad- 


vice , his new wife and her gambling 


companions, begins a quarrel with his 
tenants. 


DEAR SIR, 


To trace with preciſion all the 
cauſes, great and ſmall, which operated to 
the diſmemberment of John Bull's eſtate, 
would be no eaſy talk ; lome of them per- 
haps, were ſecret, but of ſuch, as were 
open to oblervation, we ſhall endeavour 
to ſketch out the principal. 


Ir is well known that he was of a cho. 
leric habit, and that thoſe who were ac- 
quainted with his humor and paſſions, 
could manage and impoſe upon him at 
their pleaſure. Had he bcen let alone to 
purſue his own buſineſs himfelf, his plain, 

natural 
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natural good ſenſe, and generoſity of 
mind, would have kept him clear of many 
difficulties; but he had his adviſers, his 
hangers on, his levee hunters, his toad 
eaters, and ſycophants, forever about him, 
who, like a parcel of blood ſuckers, could 
never have enough to glut their voracity. 


Wu the foreſt was firſt occupied by 
the tenants, Bull had a wife“ wha minded 
her own domeſtic buſineſs, and did not 


concern herſelf with his landed intereſt. 


The leaſes and grants were made out in 
his name, and he was ſuppoſed to be the 
owner or proprietor ; but the lady whom 
he had married after his ſecond ſickneſs 
was very aſſuming, and inſiſted on having 
her hand in the management of all his af- 
fairs. She viſited the compting houſe, 
and made the clerks ſhew her their books; 
ſhe overhalled the ſteward's accounts, and 
inſpected his correſpondence ; ſhe not 
only looked after the rents and mcomes 
of the foreſt, but even intruded into the 
houſehold 


* Parliament. 
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houſehold concerns of the tenants, and 
affected to call herlelf therr mother, be- 


cauſe ſhe had taken ſome care of one or 
two of them in their firſt ſetting out, al- 
though moſt of them ſcarcely ever had 
ſeen her face, or had any acquaintance 


with her, but by hearſay. 


Ir muſt be obſerved, alſo, that this 
woman had engaged Mr. Bull in ſome 
expenſive law ſuits and ſpeculations, which 
had got him deeply into debt, and he was 
obliged to hire money of uſurers to car- 


ry her ſchemes into execution, Had ſhe, 


at the ſame time, introduced. that frugal- 
ity and economy into the family, which 
her duty ought to have prompted her to, 
this debt might have been kept down ; 
but the ſwarm of harpies which were con- 
tinually about her, and the courſe of 
gambling which was carried on under her 
connivance and direction, ſwallowed up 
all the profits of the trade, and incomes 


of the land; while the luxury and diſſi- 
pation 
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pation of the family increaſed, in propor- 
tion as the means of diſcharging the debt 
decreaſed. In ſhort, Mr. Bull was reduc- 
ed to that humiliating condition, which, 
by whatever faſhionable name it may now 
go, was formerly called pelticoat-govern- 
ments 


2 Dvurinc the lawſuit with Lewis and 
Lord Strut,* concerning the foreſt, there 
had been a great intercourſe with the 
tenants, Many of Bull's ſervants and 
retainers, who were employed as. bailiffs 
and attornies, and their deputies, had 
been very converſant with them, and were 
entertained at their houſes, where they al- 
ways found wholeſome victuals, jolly fire 
hdes, and warm beds. They took much 
notice of every thing that paſled, aſked 
many queſtions, and made many remarks 
on the goodneſs of the land, the pleaſant 
atuation of the houſes, the clean and 
thriving condition of the children, who 
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were always ready to wait them, to clean 
their boots, hold their ſtirrups, open and 
ſhut the gates for them, and the like lit- 
tle neceſſary ſervices, as well bred children 
in the country are wont. The remarks 
which theſe perſons made, when they got 
home, ſavored rather of envy, than of 
gratitude or affection. Some of them 
would fay : © Thoſe fellows live too well 
in the foreſt; they thrive too. faſt ;. the 
place is too good for them; they ought 


to know who is their maſter; they can 


afford to pay more rent; they ought 


to pay for the help they have had; if it 


had not been for Maſter Bull, and the 
aſſiſtance which he has lent them, they 
would have been turned out of doors ; 
and now they are to reap the benefit of 


his exertions, while he, poor man, is to 


pay the coſt.“ 


TuERRE were not wanting ſome, in the 
families of the Foreſters themſelves, who 
had the meanneſs to crouch to theſe fe] 
lows, and ſupplicate their favour and in- 
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tereſt with Mr. Bull, to recommend them 
to ſome poſts of profit, as underſtewards, 
collectors of rent, clerks of receipts, and 
the like pretty offices. Theſe beggarly 
curs would repeat the ſame language, and 
hold correſpondence with the bailiffs, at- 
tornies, &c. after they had got home. 
Whenever any trifling quarrel happened 
in the families of the tenants, they would 
magnify it and fill their letters with com- 
plaints of the licentiouſneſs of the people, 
and plead for a tighter hand to be held 
over them. f 


Suck ſpeeches as thoſe were frequent- 
ly made, and ſuch letters read, in the hear- 
ing of Mr. Bull's wife and ſteward. 
Their language grew by degrees to be 
the current language of the family, and 
Bull himſelf liſtened to it. His choler 
roſe upon the occaſion, and when his 
hangers on obſerved it, they plied him 
with ſtronger doſes, till his jealouſy and 
hatred were excited, and a complete re- 


volution in his temper, with regard to 
his 
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his tenants, took place, agreeably to the 
moſt ſanguine and malevolent wiſhes of 
his and their enemies. 


Tus firſt effect of this change was, that 
his clerks were ordered to charge not on- 
ly the prices of the goods, which the ten. 


| ants ſhould purchaſe, but to make them 


pay for the paper“ on which their bills of 
parcels and notes of hand were written, 
and that at a very exorbitant rate. This 
was ſo intolerable an abule, and withal ſo 
mean, pitiful, and beggarly an expedient 
to pick their pockets, that they held a 
meeting among themfelves, and reſolved 
not to buy any more of his goods, as long 
as this impoſition laſted ; and by way of 
contempt, they hanged and burned the 
effigies of the ſteward, and other perſons 
who were ſuſpected of having adviſed to 


thele new meaſures, 


Tux reſentment ſhewn by the tenants 
on this occaſion was quite unexpected. 


The 
Stamp act, 1765. 
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The ſecret favourers, and real authors of 
the miſchief, began to be afraid that they 
had gone too far for the firſt attempt. 
Bull's journeymen were in an uproar a- 
bout it, leſt by the failure of his trade, 
they ſhould be out of bread ; and to 
ſhorten the ſtory, he was obliged to give 
up the point of making them pay for the 
paper, though Madam had the ſingular 
modeſty to make a declaration, that it was 
a mere matter of expediency, and that ſhe 
had the ſole power and right of dominion 
over them, notwithſtanding Mr. Bull's 
moſt gracious conceſſion at that time.“ 


Tuts was conſidered by the tenants as 
a moſt impudent and barefaced aſſump- 
tion; for whatever rights Mr. Bull might 
pretend to have, as their old maſter and 
landlord, yet they never had any idea of 
a miſtreſs over them ; and though they 
very complaiſantly returned him their 
thanks for his preſent goodneſs, yet as 

they 


* Repeal of the ſtamp act, and declaratory act, 1966. 
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they ſuſpected that there was more mil. 
chief hatching, they began to inquire more 
narrowly than ever into his right and ti- 
tle to the land, on which they lived. 
They looked over old parchments and 
memorandums, conſulted council learned 
in the law, and after due deliberation, 
they were fully convinced, that Meir own 
title was, at leaſt, as good as his, and that 


they had a right to refuſe him any rent or 


acknowledgment, if it were prudent for 
them to exercile it. 


Mx. Bull's jealouſy was now increaſed 
with regard to their intentions, and his 
ſcribbling retainers frequently accuſed 
them of ingratitude and diſobedience, and 
a long premeditated deſign to let up for 
independence; a thing which they had 
not yet thought of, and probably never 
would, if this abuſive treatment had not 
put it into their heads. 


Bur though by thoſe means they were 


led into an inquiry, and a train of think- 
ing, 


re 


K. 
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ing, which were quite new to them; yet 
as old habits are not eaſily broken, and 
their affection for their maſter was very 
ſtrong, they endeavoured, with a candor 
which did them honor, to transfer the 
blame from him to his wife and ſteward, 
to whole machinations they knew he was 
a dupe. Theſe bad counſellors ſoon re- 
newed their attempts in another ſhape, by 
raiſing the rent, and putting an advanced 
price upon the goods, and by means of 
additional clerks, packers, porters, watch- 
men, draymen, &c. who were continually 
in waiting, and to all of whom fees were 
to be paid, the trade laboured under great 
embarraſſments, and ſome of the foreſters 
were quite diſcouraged, others were vexed 
and impatient, while ſome of the better 
tempered of them, endeavoured to per- 
ſuade the reſt to keep up the communi. 
cation as long as they could. They were 
loth to quarrel with their old maſter, and 
yet could not pocket the affronts and a- 
buſes to which they were daily expoled. 
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Dv =1Ncthis ſullen interval, many let. 
ters paſſed, many books and precedents 
were examined, and much ink was ſhed, in 
a controverſy, which, however incapable 
of a deciſion in this way, might have been 
compromiſed, if Mr. Bull's firſt thoughts 
had been as good as his ſecond ; but he 
was ſo completely under management, as 
not to ſee his true intereſt; It was a com- 
mon ſaying among his neighbors, © John 
Bull's wit comes afterward ;*”” and in fact 
it did not come-in this caſe, till too late, 


120 


for, when a cauſe once gets into the law, 


there are ſo many quirks, evaſions, de- 
murs, and procraſtinations, that it is im- 
poſſible to make a retreat, till one or both 


of the parties have ſeverely ſmarted for 


their temerity, 
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R 


Mr. Burr altempts a neu mode of trafic 
which diſguſts his tenants.— They refuſe 
to receive his preſents. His fingular 
reſentment againſt Joun CoDLing, 


and the effefts which it produced. 
DEAR SIR, 


I SUPPOSE you are by this 
time impatient for the ſtory of the law- 
{uit ; how it began and how it was carried 
on and ended. I will give 1t to you as 
briefly as ſo long and intricate a matter 
will hear to be told; and I am apprehen- 
ve you will think that Mr. Bull was fo 
ill a politician, or ſo badly adviſed, as ac- 
tually to pick a quarrel with his beſt cuſ- 
tomers, But facts will ſpeak for them- 
ſelyes. Know then, that by the advice of 
his dear wife and her gambling junto, Mr. 


I Bull 
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Bull was prevailed upon to ſend a dozen 
pounds of tea to each of his tenants, as a 
preſent, in token of his extreme good will to 
them, and becauſe he knew that they loved 
it, and at the ſame time to order his clerks 
to charge three pence per pound for the 
paper and pack thread in which this ex- 
hilarating weed was wrapped. This tri- 
fling ſum he expected would be paid on 
demand, in acknowledgment of their good 
will to him as their kind and generous 
landlord, who had protected and defended 
them againſt all oppolers, and would {till 
continue to protect and defend them as 
his beloved children and obedient humble 
ſervants. 


Tux knowledge of his intention hap- 


pened to come to them ſooner than the 


preſent, and they began to argue thus a- 
mong themſelves—“ Ha! how comes 
this? What is freer than a gift? If Mr. 


Bull really intends the tea as a preſent, 


why does he exact three pence ? Had he 
offered 
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offered it to us as an article of merchan- 
diſe as uſual, we might have taken it if we 
had liked the price, or left it if we had not; 
but this 1s a new way of trading to which 
we have not been accuſtomed, There is 
a deſign in this. If we receive this preſ- 
ent and pay the trifling acknowledgment 
of three pence, by and by we ſhall have a 
preſent with fix pence annexed, and an- 
other witha ſhilling, and ſo on. If we once 
eſtabliſh a precedent there is no know- 
ing where to ſtop, and by theſe preſents 
we may be gulled out of all our looſe 
corns, and afterwards our real eſtates may 
be demanded ! No, it is better to prevent 
an evil than to cure it. We will have 
none of your preſents, Mr. Bull, if this 
is to be the conſequence, We have paid 
our debts well—you have had the exclu- 
five benefit of our trade, and have be- 
come rich by it, and now in your old age 
you are grown trickiſh—lt is time for us 
to be-on our guard and keep a ſharp look 


out, for if a man does not take care of 
himſelf 
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himſelf who can he expect will take care 
of him ?”* Fortified with theſe arguments 
they waited for the approach of the mel. 
ſengers which were on the road with the 


preſent. 


O of them came to Charles Indigo's 
houſe, and with Mr. Bull's compliments 
begged his acceptance of a package of 
tea“ Throw it into that cellar, ſaid 


Charles, and let it lie there till I have 
conſidered of the matter.“ 


AxoTarR came to William Broad- 
brim but as the way to William's man- 
ſion was through a long, crooked, miry 
lane, he had ordered the porter to ſtop 
him, and give him liberty to return with- 
out delivering his meſſage. 


PETER BULLT ROG did the ſame, but 
ſome part of the tea being ſmuggled into 
the houſe, as ſoon as Peter knew it he 


threw it into the gutter. 
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Joun Coping had the greateſt dif- 
ficulty about Mr. Bull's preſent. He 
would gladly have ſent back the meſſen. 
ger, but unluckily for him the gate which 
led to his houſe was held faſt by Bull's 
under ſteward, who conſtantly watched 
and attended there to obſerve who went 
in and out, which ſervice he was more 
particularly fond of, becauſe he expeQed 
a douceur for opening and ſhutting the 
gate. Having admitted the meſſenger 
and received his penny, he ſtiffly refuſ- 
ed to let him out again without having 
delivered the preſent, The fee was 
tendered, but this could not prevail ; the 
family were uneaſy, they were loth to 
affront Mr. Bull, and yet determined not 
to receive his preſent. They could not 
account for the conduct of the under- 
ſteward on any other principle than this, 
that he expected to get a ſhare of the 
three pence per pound, and of all other 
profits ariſing from future preſents; and 


was afraid he ſhould loſe it if he let the 
I. 2 meſſenger 
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meſſenger return. The family was called 
together in the chapel, where they held a 
long conſultation, ſent ſeveral meſſages 
to the under ſteward, who held faſt the 
gate, and finally refuſed to open it. They 
were driven at length to an extremity and 
threw the tea into the vault, where 1t 
periſhed; at the ſame time proteſting that 
the whole blame ought to be charged on 
the under ſteward, as they had no inten- 
tion of injuring Mr. Bull if they could 
have avoided it. 


As ſoon asthis was known in Mr. Bull's. 


family, his wife fell into a violent hy ſteric 


fit, and in her raving phrenzy denounced 


all the vengeance which it was in her 
power to execute, on theſe refractory, un- 
grateful tenants, who would not accept a 


preſent when it was ſo freely offered to 


them. But when ſhe came a little to her- 
ſelf, ſhe was perſuaded by her gambling 
companions not to attempt any thing a- 
gainſt the whole body of the tenants, leſt 
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they ſhould be driven by neceſſity to form 
an union among themſelves, which might 
defeat the plan ; ſhe therefore propoſed to 
Mr. Bull to fingle out one of the moſt re. 
fractory of them, and ſhew his reſentment 
in a particular manner to him, hoping 
that the others would be intimidated and 
let him ſuffer alone, and be glad to get off 
ſo well themſelves. The perſon ſingled 
out for the object of reſentment was John 
Codline, and the mode of reſentment was 
as ridiculous as it was malicious, for it was 
nothing more nor leſs than to ſend a bai- 
lilf, with a pack of blood hounds, to ſtand 
before the great gate that led to the front 
of his houſe. This, it was thought, would 
ſtrengthen the authority of the under 
ſteward who had the key of the gate, and 
would reduce the family to this dilemma, 
either to receive no company and carry 
on no buſineſs, or elſe to ſubmit to Mr, 
Bull's new mode of trading. 
mY 


Tur 
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Tu reaſon aſſigned for this particular 
mode of revenge was, that Mr. Bull, as 
lord of the manor, claimed a kind of 
ſovereign right to the high way. He had 
for a long time exacted an acknowledg. 
ment from all paſſengers ; whenever they 
happened to meet any of his horſes or car- 
riages on the road, whether he was there 
himſelf or not, they were obliged to douſe 
the hat, or they might be ſure of receiving 


a ſtroke of the whip, if not of being run 


down by his ſervants, who had ſpecial or. 
ders not to let any omiſſion of this nature 


paſs unpuniſhed. 


In conſequence of this manceuvre on 
the part of Mr. Bull, every perſon who 
had any buſineſs to do with John Codline 
was ſtopped in the road, and ordered to 
go back, or paſs by like the Prieſt and 
Levite, on the other ſide. However, 
thoſe who had a mind to ſee him, found 
means to climb over the fence, or to go 


up a narrow lane, which, by the help of a 
ſtile 
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{tile and a foot path, led them to Cod- 
line's back door. 


Tn1s ſpecies of puniſhment expoſed 
Mr. Bull to the ridicule of all his neigh- 
bors. It alſo proved quite ineffectual to 
the purpoſe for which he deſigned it. In- 
ſtead of hindering company from coming 
to Codline's houſe, it brought more; and 
he received many letters from thoſe who 
could not come in perſon, But, what was 
of more ſervice to him than letters or viſ- 
its was this, that many who were indebted 
to him came and made payment, and 
thoſe who had at various times reccived 
favours from him when they were in diſ- 
treſs, ſent him preſents, and encouraged 
him to keep up a good heart, promiſing 
to ſtand by him to the laſt extremity, if 
he ſhould be reduced to it. 


Ir has been obſerved, that one advan. 
tage which Mr. Bull expeQed would ariſe 


from this ſpecimen of his refined policy 
was, 
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was, that it would diſunite the tenants, 
and frighten ſome or perhaps all the oth- 
ers into a compliance with the new mode 
of traffic. This expeRation was ground- 
ed on one of the Fables of Eſop, which 
relates, that a fox who had been caught in 
a trap, and diſengaged himſelf by the loſs 
of his tail, whenever he appeared among 
the foxes, was the object of their ridicule; 
upon which he endeavoured to perſuade 
them that he had been travelling to learn 


faſhions, and that the neweſt faſhion was 


for foxes to cut off their tails as a uſeleſs 
and burdenſome appendage, and boaſted 
how much more light and nimble he had 
become fince he had parted with that en- 
cumbrance ; to which an old fox replied, 
that if he would do juſtice to his argu- 
ment he ought to produce the ſhears with 
which he had cut off his tail, for the con- 
viction of his brethren, 


TEIsõ fable, and the moral couched un- 


der it, raiſed a great deal of vain expecta- 
tion 
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tion and triumph in the family of Mr. 
Bull ; but the foreſters had another of 
their own making, which was a match for 
it, A man meeting a ſerpent in the field, 
ſtruck at him with a ſtick, and there being 
but one in his view he thought to kill him 
immediately; but the ſnake ſet up ſuch a 
hiſs as brought a dozen more out of their 
holes, who attacked the proud murderer 
in front, rear, and flank, and obliged him 
to take to his heels for ſafety. This fable 
was ſo much admired among the foreſters 
at that time, that they had an engraving 
made on all their meſſage cards, of a 
wounded ſerpent>with this motto, Join 


or de. ADIEU. 
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LETTER Xi. 


The quarrel begins in earneſt and is carried 
into the Law, Conduct of the Managers 
on both fides—The firſt verdict in fa. 
vour of the Foreſters given at Saratoga 
Hall. 


DEAR SIR, 


Tx infult which the foreſten 
ſuppoſed to be put on them by the ob. 
ſtruction of the road, as mentioned in my 
laſt, cauſed a ſerious alarm, and induced 
them to call a meeting of the heads of the 
ſeveral families to conſult for their own 
ſafety. The reſult of this meeting was to 
; endeavour by all peaceable means in their 
power to effect an accommodation; but 
if that ſhould fail, to prepare, in the beſt 
manner they could, to aſſert and maintain 


their rights, poſſeſſions and properties, 
x An 
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In proſecution of the former part of 
their plan, they wrote letters to Mr. Bull, 
and to ſeveral members of his family; 
and with reſpect to the latter part, they 


came to a reſolution to buy nothing more 
of him till he ſhould change his mode of 


conduct, and treat them as he bad for- 


meriy done. 


In the letters which ae wrote on this 
occaſion, though they profeſſed a great 
deal of reſpe& and affection for the old 
gentleman himſelf ; they omitted to ſend 
their compliments to his wife. This was 
more than madam could bear. She 
therefore, after conſulting with her gam- 
bling companions, determined upon the 
two following points; firſt, that no an- 
{wer at all ſhould be given to the letter; 
and ſecondly, that an action at law ſhould 
be entered, and the tenants ejected from 
their poſſeſſions. She would not how- 
ever have come to this latter determina- 
tion, if ſhe had not been affured by per- 

M {ons 
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fons 5 pretended ghoxqughly to uner- 
ſtand their family ſegrets, that the foreſ- 
ters undd not-dare. ta defend their (fla in 
law; but an thg fickk appearance of a fe. 
gal proceſs, would ſubmit to any terms of 
accommodation which her lady ſhip might 
think proper to impoſe. E Full of this 
idea, ſne roundly ſwore that ſhe would lee 
them proſtrate at her feet, before ſhe 
would make up the matter with them on 
any terms whatever. | 


1 by her. paſſions, Mr. 
Bull's choler; roſe,tq, the higheſt pitch. 
As lord of the manar, he placed bailiffs 
and blogd map in the _ way, and 


4 #34 


41 


— — and attornigs to, whom he had 
given a retaining fee, and who were very 
numerous, to exert all their. learning and 
eloquence in maintaining his cauſe, prom- 
iſing them not only a regular payment of 
their r but a generous allowance for 
diſburſements 
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diſbürſements and incidental charges, to 
. on Kis 


banker. 


Tursk ee cbalends, an of 
wllom were of Madam's own junte, find- 
ing that tliey hall a fat client, contrived 
to huſband the job, and ſpin out the cauſe 
fecutidtimm arlem. They were old profics 
ients in the ſcieriee; and knew very well 
how. tb take double reteifits of 'theit ſta. 
tioners, bailiffs, meſſengers, and other re- 
tainers, 1. e. one receipt for the exact ſum 
paid, and another for double the fame 
ſum; theſe latter were always produced 
as vouchers in the ſettlement of acccunts, 
and in the gloridus uticertainty of the law 
were admitted under the name of dupliL 
cates, ' It would divert you to Tee the 
numberleſs items which they cronded into 
their bills of coſts; and the various pleas 
and pretences which were formed for de. 
murring and continuing the cauſe from 
one ſeſſion to another ; while they were 

feeding 
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feeding their client with the hope that in 
every next ſeſſion, it would be decided. 


Ox the other hand, the foreſters find- 


ing that Mr. Bull had retained ſo many 


learned counſellors, ſergeants and barriſters 
in his ſervice, and that he had by far the 
longeſt purſe, were obliged to uſe the 


greateſt economy in conducting their de- 


fence. On looking round to ſee who was 
the moſt prudent, the moſt deliberate, and 
the moſt determined among them, and to 
whom they might with ſafety commit their 
cauſe, they unanimouſly pitched upon 
Walter Pipeweed's grandſon George; who, 
being elected their chief attorney, modeſtly 


accepted the office on this generous condi- 


tion, that they ſhould not inſiſt on his re- 
ceiving any fee or reward, becauſe he con- 
ceived that in ſerving them he was doing 
no more than his duty. This inſtance of 
magnanimity was interpreted by them as 
a ſure omen of ſucceſs. 


4 
©, p 


GEORCE 
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_ Or6k&t was a man of good under 
rr ny trüe ſpunk; he hat made 
cofiſiderable progreſs iti the ſtudy of the 
la for his Oti amuſetient, and hat prac- 
fifed' at the Har in the defenct of his owir 
family claims againſt the chtroithinients 
of od Lewis. His abilities were of fucli 
a nature as to riſe and ffline with the oÞ= 
portunities which called them into action. 
This ws alſb the cafe with divers other 
e in the families of Na fotsſters'; 


not this op ret been * but 
would Have remainedin the ſtate which 1 is 
thus elegeutty deferibed by the Poet. 


T Full FE a an: bt ei) ray . 
The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear 8 
Full many a flower is born to bluſh unſeen, 
And waſte its ſweetneſs, on the deſart air. 


— Tm1s circumſtance was predicted in the 

hearing 6f Mt. Bull's wife, by a very 

learned and honeſt gentleman, who would 
N 3 have 
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* 


deo ſuch bad advice as s to plungy him 
ſelf into that © deep ditch,” the law,” out 
of which there is no coming till the laſt 
farthing be paid. If there are any ſeeds 
of genius, ſaid this faithful adyiſer, they 
are drawn into action by public ferments 


| and troubles.;. but might have remained 


in time of tranquillity forever uſeleſs and 
unknown, perhaps at the plough, under a 
ſhed, or among the loweſt. claſs; of me- 
chanics. This ſage hint was totally 
diſregarded, becauſe, as I. before obſerv- 
ed, too much confidence was placed in a 


ſet of adviſers, who pretended to, know all 


the family ſecrets of the foreſters. But 


the prediction was fully verified when this 


lawſuit brought to the bar one from his 
farm, and another from his merchandiſe, 
one from his ſhed, and another from his 
ſhop,f till in fact they became a match, 
e + 
* Vide Debates i in Parliament, March 16, 1778. 


+ This circumſtance gave occaſion to the following 


l written, as is ſuppoſed, by ſome diſaffected 
K or 


£4. ad 4 A 
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in point of numbers at leaſt, for the 
whole hoſt of Mr. e, 900 


Tuz firſt action was brought againſt 
John Codline, who was deemed the moſt 
ſurly and refractory of the whole nutyber. 
It was thought if he could be caſt, the 
others would of courſe ſubmit. In this 
way of proceeding, Mr. Bull acted like that 
ſpecies of dog which bears his name, and 
which is known to attack his Faces by the 
head... et Wr. 


or 0 eilappointed wag, in one” of the butt, 
lies. 


See folly on a loſty ſeat, 

And humble wiſdom at her feet 
On horſeback ſee the beggar ride, 
With princes walking by his ſide. 


Pale Criſpin has his laſt foregone; . 

To ſerve himſelf and fave. his town; 
And Snip the taylor's ſhears are loſt, 
Becauſe he's got a higher poſt. 


So have I ſeen the kitchen pot, 
When ſer on coals profuſely hot; © 
Throw up its ſediment to ſcum, | 
While bubbles dance amidſt the foam. 


1 1 
5 5. 
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Tux cauſe was leathedly argued at tlie 
Court of Bunker kth, and the arguments 
in favour of the foreſters made a very un- 
expected and very deep impreſſion on the 
managers for Mr. Bull. They found it a 


much more ſerious affair than they had 


— 12 1 (4.3 we 45 L . 44 , 14 
imagined, and ought it beſt to ſtop 
ſhort and have the caſe hung up, that they 


might conſult their books over agaim and 
prepare themſelves by better authorities 


and allegations at the next hearing. Af- 
ter along time they contrived to ſhift their 


ground,“ and let John alone. They ad- 
viſed Mr. Bull to ſend for ſome lawyers 
out of Germany, who had been more uſed 
to this game, and to lay an attachment on 
the eſtate of Peter Bullfrog, and the farm 
called Cæfarea; where they expected to 
gain ſome greater advantage, panty be- 
cauſe the tenancy was different, being 


founded on courteſy. and not on leaſe, and 

partly becauſe of the diſſentions which 

they heard were ſubſiſting in theſe fami- 
lies. 


March, 277,6. 


— 9 
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lies. In this interval alſo Madam Bull's 
reſentment was raiſed ſo high, that ſhe 
ſwore point blank that not one of theſe 
refractory ſcoundrels ſhould enter her 


huſband's doors nor have the leaſt con- 


nection with him, but that ſhe would drive 
them off from the land, and repeople the 
foreſt with another ſet of men. 


Wurx they had heard of this reſolu- 
tion, the heads of all the families in one 
of their conſultations, eame to a determi- 
nation to publiſh an advertiſement, ſetting 
forth. the various abuſes. and grievances 
which they had ſuffered from Mr. Bull, 
his wife, and her junto; and declaring 
that they looked upon the country as their 
own, and themſelves as free from any ob- 
ligations to him, and at liberty to look out 
for other markets, and invite other mer- 
chants to form connexions with them. 
This tranſaction was ſo important an era 
in the controverſy, that the fourth of; July. 
the day on which the advertiſement was 

dated, 
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dated, has ever fince been celebrated as a 
day of feſtivityc The morning of that 
anniverſary is uſhered in with a firing 6f 
guns and flutterimg of pigeons. At noon 
you may hear ſome young lad ſpouting 
a declamation in favour of fret trade; 
which is generally followed by a bbiwl of 
punch and a rump of beef, and the day i is 
concluded with a ſong and a dance. 


Ju the progreſs of the Hiob, feverit 
points of law were argued at different 
times with much {kill and learning. Of 
one of theſe occaſions George was redut- 
to a dilemma, and bis oppOHents thought 
him abſolutely . filericed ; but ſuddenly 
recolleQite Himſelf, he' toſs füperior to 


move for a continuante. Thus the cauſe 


was kept faſperided till the third year was 
almoſt cloſed. At Tehgth a vauniting 
braggadocio of # bartiſter on Mr. Bull's 
fide; who thought to carty all before him, 


Trenton, 1776. 


them,“ and compelled them again to 


LY 


n 
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was ſo completely anſwered and confut- 
ed im an abRigate argument, that a verdict 
was given at Saratoga hall in fawour of 
thoſe plantations, which had been ſued 
for in the northern part of the manor. 
This verdict relieved the foreſters in ſome 
degree, and it was hoped would prove a 
good precedent for the decifion of the 
other ſuits which were meditating a- 
gainſt their brethren in the ſouthern 
part. 


Tux unfortunate barriſter was ſeverely 
reflected on by Mr. Bull's wife, for not 
doing his duty ; and he was obliged to 
juſtify himſelf by producing his inſtruc- 
tions, and by telling a number of ſerious 
truths reſpecting the foreſt and the foreſ- 
ters, which Mrs. Bull had often heard be- 
fore but would not believe. The rela- 
tion of theſe truths was ſo very offenſive, 
that ſhe influenced her huſband never 
more to employ him ; and as he could get 

- ON 
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dated, has ever ſthce been celebrated as 4 
day of feſtivityc Tie morning of that 
anniverſary is uſhered in with a firing of 
guns and flutterimg of pigeons. At noon 
you may hear ſome young lad ſpouting 

a decldmation! in favour of fret — 
which: is generally followed by a bol of 
punch and a rump ef beef, and che day is 
concluded with a a ſong and a dance. 


ibn the I of the aden, ſeveral 
points of -la were ärgued at different 
times with much {kill and learning. On 
one of theſe oecaſtns George was reduc- 
to a dileẽmma, ànd his oppOHents thought 
him abfelutely . Blericed ; but ſuddenly 
retollecting himſelf, he tofe fuperior to 


theme and compelled them again to 


Move for à continuance, Thus the cauſe 
was kept faſperided till the third year was 
almoſt clöſed - At lengtli a vauiiting 
braggadotio of # bartrſter on Mr. Bull's 
Gdez who thought to carty all before him, 
1 ERhhbas nas ned u Fa 
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ti in an abRigate argument, that a verdie 
was given at Saratoga hall in fawour ot 
thoſe plantations, which had been ſued 
for in the northern part of the manor. 
This verdi& relieved the foreſters in ſome 
degree, and it was hoped would prove a 
good precedent for the deciſion of the 
other ſuits which were meditating a- 
rainſt their brethren in the ſouthern 


part, 


Tux unfortunate barriſter was ſeverely 
reflected on by Mr. Bull's wife, for not 
doing his duty ; and he was obliged to 


juſtify bimſelf by producing his inſtruc- | 


tions, and by telling a number of ſerious 
truths reſpecting the foreſt and the foreſ- 
ters, which Mrs. Bull had often heard be- 
fore but would not believe. The rela- 
tion of theſe truths was ſo very offenſive, 
that ſhe influenced her huſband never 
more to employ him; and as he could get 
- ON 
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no other buſineſs in the law, he has fince 
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betaken himſelf to writing plays and ro- 
1 2 0 TE. n ; 3 pe 
WARCEs;; 5! 153% DEE WIG 17> 
Mel 220 Hen it: e! TE 
1 422 12 ETSY : The F 
ne 2 10 110 11101 07 


8 Wn 
- 0 9 1 433 > 4% «a=» . ; W * 4 

an niebo as: hen: 1 

6 


r 7 * » a WE 5 1 Ss -a 
bt. 2320 0.26 34 93% 


bree ye 
mderta 
vonder 
u they 
ntagon 
ns ſoo 
y their 
lem ce 
bey we 
wunſel! 


ce Li 


LETTER xl. 


The Foreſters apply for Belp ko Mr. Lzw- 
1 —-are firſt treated with evaſion—afe 
terward obtain their requeſi—Alarm in 


with his wife — Her mancuvres upon 


the occafion— Drfappointed by the IRS 
ihlity of the en | 


DEAR. SIRy 


You may well fappoſe that 4 
lite years lawſuit way a very expenſive 
undertaking on both ſides; and you will 
wonder how the foreſters, circumſtanced 
they were, could ſtruggle with ſuch an 
antagoniſt ; eſpecially when' the bigh way 
w ſo obſtructed that they could not car- 
their proviſions to market to procure 
hem caſh, The truth is, that though 
bey were ſerved gratis by their prime 
wunſellor, IO they were obliged to give 
N promiſſory 
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—_——. 


Mr. Buii's family—His conference 
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promiſſory notes to the attornies, ſcriven.. 
ers, bailiffs, and meſſengers, whom they 
employed under him ; but as the prof. 
peQ of payment was diſtant, the notes 
paſſed at a diſcount, and the only remedy. 
in their power was to iſſue more, which 
inſtead of leſſening enn the diff 
ran 


F nba early foreſoen this difficulty, 
and applied privately to Mr. Lewis, Mr, 
Frog, and Lord Strut, to borrow money 
on intereſt, Theſe old curmudgeons, 
though each of them looked with an en- 
vious eye on Mr. Bull, and ſecretly wiſh- 
ed. he might loſe the cauſe, yet were in- 
duced by various conſiderations to evade 
the queſtion propoſed to them by the 
foreſters. - © We muſt, ſaid they, keep ® 21a 
up appearances with our old neighbour ; M 
we have, accounts open with him, as well 175 


vances 
as claims upon ſome portions of oy to hay * 
which our title is no better than his; our 
may draw ourſelves into a ſcrape, and fe "ayes 


our 
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dur own tenants a bad example, for who 


en. 
hey WW knows but the ſame arguments may avail 
role yith them to refuſe their rents to us? Be- 


fdes, how do we know whether theſe fel- 
bows will ever be able to pay? They of- 
fer to mortgage: the manor to us, but the 
title is yet in diſpute, and how do we know 
whether it be theirs or Mr, Bull's ?“ 
Theſe were the ſecret reaſons which in- 
duced them to evade a dire(t anſwer to 
the meſſengers ;. and, like true courtiers, 


"tes 
edy- 
lich 


iffi— 


ty, 
Mr. 


ney 
ons, 
en- 
iſh- 
in- 
ade 


«To ſqueeze their hands, and beg them come to- 
morrow.“ 
Bur as ſoon as the verdict was given at 
Saratoga hall, they began to change their 
mind, and wiſh not only to make them 


the Wl debtors, but even to enter into contracts 
eep o a large amount. 
ur ; 


Ma. Lewis was the firſt to make ad- 
ances, and meeting the meſſengers one 
day on *change, he accoſted them thus: 
"Your ſervant gentlemen—I congratulate 
you on your ſucceſs ; you are welcome to 


my 


well 
J, to 
we 


| ſe 


Ir 


— 
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my houſe, and warehouſe, and table. 1 
will lend you a few livres to help you to 
finiſh the controverſy; and if Mr. Frog 
will advance a few ſtivers, I will give him 
my bond for ſecurity. Beſides, I vill 
conſent that my on counſellors, barriſ- 
ters, and attornies, whom I have retained, 
ſhall aſſiſt you at the next ſeſſion, and I 
will ſee if I cannot open the high way, 
that you may bring your produce to mar- 
ket. When yon ſee Lord Strut, give my 
compliments to him, and tell him what J 


have promiſed, and I dare ſay he will, My 
out of friendſhip to me, and for the ſake ful do 
of our old family compact, give you ſome 88 
aſſiſtance; for look ye, gentlemen, I will a 
be honeſt with you, I mean to promote mall! 
my 0wn intereſt by ſerving you, and I am once 
ſure he has the ſame meaning.“ woe 
Tris change in the ſentiments and lan- 3 j 
guage of Mr. Lewis was immediately made ke ep | 
known to Mr. Bull, by means of ſome bad ; 


running footmen, who frequently carried 
| news 


bis (© © 


mus FORESTERS. 149 


zews from one houſe to the other. Con- 
ſternation ſeized the whole family, and 
Mrs. Bull herſelf began to think it a very 
ſerious matter, and that it was neceſſary 
tw do ſomething immediately to prevent 
worſe conſequences, She therefore held 
2 curtain conference with Mr. Bull on 
the ſubject, thus 


Mrs. B. Well, my dear, what do you 


think of the conduct of your neighbour 
Lewis P. | 

Mr. B. Why I' think he is a deceit- 
ful dog and means to ruin me. If theſe 


fellows- get him for their friend, he will 


draw in Lord Strut and Nic Frog, and I 
mall have them all to contend with at 
once; and therefore I think we had bet- 
ter compromiſe the matter with the ten- 


ants and let them take the land, if they 


will, and go to the D—1 ; why ſhould I 

keep on throwing away good money after 

bad; I am damnably i in debt now,. and 
1 I wiſh 


— —— —— — — — 


—— — — < t" o — 
8 2 — — 


* 
22 ͥ —»½¶ M IC 
— _- 4 


150 71 FORESTERS. 


I wiſh toftop where I am, —_— 
| wt _— anne 


I B. 1 * with you, my dear, 
that he is a deceitful dog, and I wiſh the 
tenants could know bis true character; if 
they did, I am perſuaded they would not 
put any confidence in him, There is a 
number of very ſenſible perſons among 


them, and by the diſcourſe which I have 
had with fome who. know their ſecrets, I 
believe that means might yet be found to 
divide them, and to detach them from the 
intereſt of Lewis; and if you will let me 
manage the matter, I have no doubt that 
1 ſhall be able to accompliſh i 1 


Pos John fetched a deep. nigh, and 
faid inwardiy— Ab, 1 have let you manage 
my matters ſo long, that you have almoſt 
brought me to ruin ! Then raiſing his 
voice and wiping hiseyes, he replied, Well, 
my dear, I have told you my mind plainly, 


but if you think you can do any thing to 


ſave 
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ove me; pray be ſpeedy ; 1 would gladly 
teep the tenants attached to me, for the 


wore conſequence than their rent, and if 
| ſhould finally lofe the land, I wifh to be 
again connected with chem in Wi 


ot 
2 Mrs. B. Never. "hy I a = * 
but we ſhall find means to keep the land 


and have the trade too, I know how to 
ſweeten them and bring ow! to 0 
humour again. Wt 


As ſoon a$this conference was ended, 
ſhewrote a billet in a very complaiſant file, 
but in a hand ſcarcely legible,* and was in 
ſuch a hurry to ſend it, that ſhe could not 
wait for one of the clerks to copy it, pre- 
lenting Mr. and Mrs. Bull's compliments 
to the gentlemen tenants, inlorming them 
that it was not intended to trouble them 
any farther for the payment of paper and 
pack thread, which had been the occaſion 


ters 
78. 


benefit of their trade, which is a matter of 


of the controverſy ; but to ſettle all mat- 
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ters by a reference, and that ſuitable per- 
ſons ſhould ſoon be deputed to confer 
with them, or any of them, on the prem- 
iſes. This billet was hurried away by an - 
expreſs, and actually arrived. before the 
foreſters had heard of Mr. Lewis's in- 
tended kindneſs to them. But they re- 
ceived it with contempt, and gave no 
other anſwer to it than this, Let Mr. 

Bull withdraw his action and clear the 
road; and we will talk with Aim; but as 
to his wife, we will have nothing to do 
with Rer. 1 
6 ArTER they had given this anſwer, 

word was brought them of the good will 
of Mr. Lewis, which was received with 
the greateſt joy imaginable. He was ac. 
counted the fineſt gentleman'in the whole 
country, and all the ſtories which they 
had heard of him through the medium of 
' Bull's family, were ſet down as lies. He 
was regarded as the protector of the in- 

2 jured, 
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jured, the helper of the diſtreſſed, and 
— friend of the — mankind. 


Wu LLE, nn of Lenris mone-thes 
echoed from houſe.to-houſe,. the deputies 


of Madam, Bull arrived. They were in- 


ſtructed by her ladyſhip to enter into free 
converſation with the foreſters, or any of 
them, publicly or privately ; to tell them 
that they were greatly deceived if they 
took Mr. Lewis for their friend; that he 
was an arch, ſly, deceitful fellow, and that 
no truſt ought to be put in him; that 
Mr. and Mrs. Bull were very amicably 
diſpoſed toward them, and willing to for- 
get and forgive all that was paſt, to rene 
the former intercourſe, to talee off all the 
charges and burdens which had been 
complained of; to help' them pay the 
debt which they had incurred by the la- 
ſuit ; and as the greateſt proof imaginable 
of Mrs. Bull's particular favour to them, 
ſhe would admit any of them to. viſit 


her in her own drawing room, and give 
them 
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them a ſeat at her card table. As a token 
of her ſincerity in theſe profeſſions, ſhe 
ſent ſeveral preſents to their wives and 
daughters, and gave the deputies a large 
purſe of money to be diſtributed privately 


among the moſt influential perſons in the 
feveral families. 


Tu deputies had ſcareely alighted be- 
fore they ſent their footman to the door 
of the houſe where the heads of the fami- 
lies were aſſembled, with à meſſage cf 
compliments to announce their arrival, 
and aſk permiſſion to make a friendly viſ- 
it. The porter refuſed entrance to the 
footman, and he returned, without having 
delivered his meſſage. - The deputies then 
wrote the purport of their errand and ſent 
it to-the porter, who delivered it, and the 
following anſwer was returned 


© GENTLEMEN, we cannot hear any 
invectives againſt our good friend Mr. 


Lewis. If your maſter i is in earneſt, tell 
him 


26x" FORESTERS. thy 
kim that he muſt withdraw his action and 


humble ſervants, 
The 6 


DisarrotxrEB and chagrined, but not 
wholly diſcouraged, the deputies attempt- 
ed privately to get into ſome of the 
houſes ; but they were refuſed entrance. 
They wrote letters and threw them in at 
the windows, or put them into the key 
holes, but all to no purpoſe. The firm. 
neſs and inflexibility of the foreſters aſ- 
toniſhed them, and they were obliged to 
return with aching hearts, and tell their 
maſter and miſtreſs that the foreſt was loſt 
forever, 


An p now was verified the old ſaying, 


« Earth has no curſe like love to hatred turn'd ; 
« Hell has no fury like a woman ſcorn d.“ 


Bur 


dear the road. This is all from pour 
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them a ſeat at her card table. As a token 

of her ſincerity in theſe profeſſions, ſhe 

ſent ſeveral preſents to their wives and 

daughters, and gave the deputies a large 
purſe of money to be diſtributed privately 

among the moſt influential perſons ; in the 

feveral families. 
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delivered his meſſage. Fhe deputies then wy 
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it to-the porter, who delivered it, and the 1 


following anſwer was rtturned— 


© GENTLEMEN, we cannot hear any 
invectives againſt our good friend Mr. 


Lewis. If your maſter is in earneſt, tell 
him 
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lim that he muſt withdraw his action and 


dear the road. This is all from your 


humble ſervants, 
The hs 


Drsayeo1NTED and chagrined, but not 
wholly diſcouraged, the deputies attempt- 
ed privately to get into ſome of the 
houſes ; but they were refuſed entrance. 
They wrote letters and threw them in at 
the windows, or put them into the key 
holes, but all to no purpoſe. The firm. 
neſs and inflexibility of the foreſters aſ- 
toniſhed them, and they were obliged to 
return with aching hearts, and tell their 
maſter and miſtreſs that the foreſt was loſt 
forever, 


An p now was verified the old ſaying, 


« Earth has no curſe like love to hatred turn'd ; 
% Hell has no fury like a woman ſcorn d.“ 


Bur 
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„Bur Madanrs« fury and its conſe... 

quences, will be the ſubject of my 
next. 8 


as 15 8 Adieu. 
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LETTER Xin. 


Mrs. Burr“ rage, and. its Fry on the 
| neighbours, —Several families aſſociate 
to defend their right to the high way.— 
Quarrel opens with Lord STRUT and 
Mr. Froc,—The Foreſters proſecute 
their controverſy and obtain 4 ſecond 
verdift,—Mr. Bu 1's real friends in- 
terpoſe, and convince his wife of her er- 
ror, —She adviſes him to compromiſe the 
matter—He fugns 4 quitclaim of the 
Foreſt. 


DEAR SIR, 


NorTHING could exceed the 
nge into which Mrs. Bull was thrown by 
this diſappointment, ©* O theſe curſed, 
ſubborn, ungrateful, diſobedient wretch- 
es, to refuſe all my invitations, and fpurn 
at my offers of friendſhip and reconcilia- 

f O tion! 


rn — — 
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tion! What, not admit my deputies into 
their houſes ! Did ever any woman uf. 


fer ſuch diſgrace, ? 7 faith 1 will be 


revenged, and they ſhall feel the power of 
my vengeance. 1 will proſecute them to to tl 
The 


the utmoſt extremity e of the law; ay, and 
beyond law too, for, 1 will fe ſet Geir bouſes 


on fire over their heads, and drive them bis 3 
off the land) A nd as ta that deceitful dog wha! 
of a Lewis, Tol BY ſuch a hornet's chibe 
neſt about his ears, that he mall repent and 
his bargain l. If Lord Strut attempts. to treat 
help him, I'll lay an attachment upon his bers, 
richeſt Farms. And as for Nic Frog, if WM reſtr 


he lends them money, I will break up his 
warehouſe, and ſell all his goods by auc- 
tion, I will ſatiate my vengeance on the 
whole pack of them, and if I fall myſelf 
among the general wreck, 1'ſhall have the 
glory of dying like 9 in n the rutn of 
* enemies. 1 712 


Tur £ rage which, Mrs. Bull e 


on ;this occaſion, and.the noiſe which ſhe 
made 


into 
ſuf.- 
be 
er of 
m to 
and 
uſes 
hem 


1et's 


8 to 


| his 


ö his 
1UC- 
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made in her raving fits, raiſed a great a- 
arm in the family, and as hyſterics are 
ſaic to be catching, ſo the diſtemper 
ſpread into the two next families, viz. in- 
0 thoſe of ſiſter Peg and brother Patrick. 
The former imagined that it was Mr. 
zull's intention to call in Lord Peter to 
bis aid, becauſe he had been of late ſome- 
what complaiſant th thoſe of his natural 
children, which reſided in the family; 
and the latter expected that he ſhould be 
treated in the ſame manner as the foreſ- 
ters, becauſe he had complained of ſome 
reſtraints and impoſitions from his brother 


John Bull, in reſpect to his trade and buſ- 
ineſs, which was that of a linen draper. 


Old jealouſies and grudges were revived 


on this occaſion, and the whole neigh. 
bourhood was in confufion. The dogs in 
peg's family kept a conſtant bowling and 
barking, and were anſwered by thoſe of Mr. 
Bull. Several of them actually ran mad,“ 
and Bull was obliged to place guards at 


his 
* Proteſtant aſſociation, 1779 and 1780. 


4 
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his doors and gates, who attacked the curs 
with clubs and killed. ſeveral on the ſpot. 
In the midſt of this hurly-burly, his houſe 
was ſet on fire, and was actually ſeen 
blazing in thirty fix places at once; the 
fire even penetrated madam's drawing 
room, and her card party were obliged to 
hand buckets and pump the engine; and 
it was not without the greateſt exertions, 
that the whole manſion was ſaved from 
utter deſtruction. | 


A pix FicULTY alſo aroſe from another 
quarter, where it was little expected. 
The meaſure which Mr. Bull had adopt- 
ed of topping the high way proyoked all 
the neighbours, who thought it a great 
infringement of their common rights; 
but as he was a perſon of ſo much wealth 
and power, they were afraid openly to 
conteſt that point with him. At length 
an elderly widow lady, of large property, 
with whom he had always lived on friend- 

1 

* Lord G. Gordon's mob. 
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curs y terms, and wo generally went by the 
pot. WW nme of Madam Kate, took the liberty to 
ouſe Wl tell him, that ſhe could no longer ſuffer 
ſeen her neighbours and herſelf to be fo im- 
the poſed upon; that the high way was com- 
ving non to all; that he had no right to ſtop 
d to paſſengers and examine them, but that 
and every body ought to go about their law. 
ons ful buſineſs without let or hindrance, and 
rom. chat ſhe was determined to form a com- 


Lord Strut, and all the other neighbours, 


her to remove the incumbrances which Mr. 
ed. Bull had thrown 1 m the my. and. clear the 
pt- paſſage. D | 

all IP | 
eat Tars combination extended to other 
ts; objects, beſides clearing the bigh way. 
Ith They were all diſpoſed to help the foreſ- 
to ters againſt Mr. Bull, though in different 
zth ways. Lewis had already lent. them 
ty, money and feed lawyers to plead for them. 


Lord 


* Armed neutrality formed by the Empreſs of 
W Ruſſa, &c. 


O2. 


bination“ with Mr. Frog, Mr. Lewis, 
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Lord. Strut, though rich in landed inter. 
eſt, yet generally anticipated his revenues, 
(or as the vulgar phraſe is, ate the calf in 
the cow's: belly) he therefore had no 
money to ſpare ;- but to-oblige his friend 

Lewis, he laid an attachment on a ſouth. 
erly corner of the foreſt, which formerly 
belonged to him, and which from the nu- 
merous flowers: with which it abounds, 
had got the name of Terra Florida. At 
the ſame: time he attached“ one of Mr. 
Bull's favourite hunting ſeats,* which 
commanded an extenſive proſpect, and 
was. ſituate extremely convenient for 
hunting, fowling, and fiſhing. It. had 
formerly belonged to Strut, but he had 
fooliſhly loſt it by ſtaking it in a game of 
whiſt, which he played with Mr. Bull, It 
was a doubt in law whether real eſtate 
could be held by ſach tenure, but Bull 
had poſſeſſion, and that you Know is e- 
leven points of the law. At any rate, it 
would oblige Bull to defend; and that 

| would 


+ Gibraltar. 
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would coſt him money, and divert ſome 
at leaſt of his lawyers from the n of 
the forelt. | 2 


A srenxzr correſpondence had for 
ſome time been carried on between the 
foreſters and Mr. Frog, for a loan of caſh + 
and a mercantile contract. Bull had ſuſ- 
pected it, but could not prove it, till one 


1 night, his myrmidons caught a meſſenger 
Mr from-the foreſt and ſearched his pockets;* 
dich in which were found certain letters and 


other papers, which were ſuppoſed to a- 
mount to full evidence. 


Uron this occaſion an advertiſement 
vas publiſhed, according to faſhion, juſti- 
tying.the meaſures about to be taken, and 
deploring the evils which were connected 
with them. However-ſmall a ſhare of 
credit thefe publications obtain, it is gen- 
ally as much as they deſerve. 


| 0 
Capture of Mr. Laurens; 
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To make ſhort work with Frog, Mr, 
Bull got a ſearch warrant, and ſent a bai- 
Hf to his richeſt warehouſe,* who entered 


it, per fas aut neſas, tumbled over the 


merchandife under pretence of ſearching 
for ſtolen goods; and having taken away 
as many as he pleaſed, by a writ of ven- 
ditions exponas, he put them up at auc- 
tion, and it is ſaid made a'fortune by this 
job. Mr. Lewis was ſo exaſperated at 
the outrage thus committed on his friend 
Frog, that by a writ of ſcire facias he 
laid claim to the ware houfe and its 
contents, and brought in Bull for dam- 
ages. 


Ix ſhort, Mr. Bull now found himſelf 
fouſed over head and ears in that “ deep 
ditch,” the law. Like Iſhmael of old, 
his hand was againſt every may, and ev- 
ery man's hand againft him, Look which 
way ſoever he would, he found enemies, 
and his own family were continually buz- 
| / zing 
St. Euſtatius. 
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ung in his ears that he would bring his 
affairs to ruin. 


Ry the aſſiſtance derived from the loans 
which they had negotiated with Lewis 
and Frog, and the additional counſellors 
and attornies which Lewis employed for 
them, the foreſters purſued the contro- 
verſy with as much vigor as. the forms, 
delays, and uncertainty of the law would 
permit. No leſs than four years longer 
were conſumed in this expenſive quarre}, 
and Mr. Bull's numerous retinue of law- 
yers were employing themſelves in the 
various chicanery and tergiverſations of 
their profeſſion, all the while fattening on 
the profits of the ſuit; whilſt his debt 
was growing at ſuch a rate that he was at 
his wit's end to keep the intereſt from ac. 
cumulating as well as the principal; At 
length, by a capital manceuvre of Pipe- 
weed's grandſon George, aided by the 
counſellors. of Lewis, the cauſe was. 
brought to a hearing at York court, and 

the 
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To make ſhort work with Frog, Mr. 
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zing in his ears that he would bring his 


affairs to ruin. 


By the aſſiſtanee derived from the loans 
which they had negotiated with Lewis 
and Frog, and the additional counſellors 
and attornies which Lewis employed for 
them, the foreſters purſued the contro- 
verſy with as much vigor as. the forms, 
delays, and uncertainty of the law would 
permit. No leſs than four years longer 
were conſumed in this expenſive quarrel; 
and Mr. Bull's numerous retinue of law- 
yers were employing themſelves in the 
various chicanery and tergiverſations of 
their profeſſion, all the while fattening on 
the profits of the ſuit; whilſt his debt 
was growing at ſuch a rate that he was at 
his wit's end to keep the intereſt from ac- 
cumulating as well as the principal. At 
length, by a capital manceuvre of Pipe. 
weed's. grandſon George,. aided by the 
counſellors. of Lewis, the cauſe was. 


brought to a hearing at York. court, and: 
the. 
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the arguments were of ſuch efficacy that a ed 
ſecond verdict was given in favour of the 


foreſters, with large damages. This ver- def 
diet came ſo near to a final deci ſion, that hay 
all Mr. Bulls friends were convinced he Jen 
could no longer maintain an action againſt * 
the foreſters; and fome truſty old ſer- wit 
vants ventured to whiſper i in madam's ear ten 
that it was High time to end the contro- co 
verſy, for that it could not poſſibly be gie 
carried any farther without bringing the. will 
family and the trade to total ruin.. | he 1 
| | at | 

e Look ye, madam, faid they, how all hur 
the ſchemes which you have laid have mat 

been uniformly defeated ; you have pro- 

feſſed to know the family ſecrets of theſe | 1 
foreſters; but thoſe fellows who pretend- by t 
ed to give you this information have de. ſom 
ceived you. In fact they have no ſuch "A 
fecrets as your ladyſhip imagines. - What d 
has been openly told you all along is the * 
truth, and you ought long ago to have be- — 


le ved it, Now the conviction has fore- 
| ed 
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ed itſelf upon you, and you can no. longer 
withſtand it. The foreſters have been 
defending their title in the law, and they 
have made it appear ſo plainly, that no 
jury in the world will ever give a verdict 
againſt them. All who are acquainted 
with new lands know that the labour at- 
tending. the improvement of them is worth 
ten times more than the land; and in fact 
gives the belt title to it. If our maſter 
will now-end the matter by a compromiſe, 
he may yet fave ſome part of the manor 
at the northward, where is the beſt of 
hunting and fiſhing ; but if he purſues the 
matter any farther he will loſe it all.“ 


THEse: faithful remonſtrances, enforced 
by the neceſlity of the caſe, began to have 
ſome effect on the turbulent mind of 
madam, She ſaw that it was in vain to 
contend againſt the opinions of all man- 
kind, and therefore in her next curtain 
lecture ſhe held a ſhort dialogue with Mr. 
Ball, thus 44 


Mrs. 


\ 
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Mrz. B. My dear, I have been think. 
ing whether it would not be beſt for you 
to come to a ſettlement of this long con- 
troverſy. 787 | 


Mr. B. {groaning inwardly) 80 then 


you have changed your mind, have 
you ? < 


Mrs. B. Ys, my dear, I find I have 


been deceived with falſe information, or 


would never have adviſed you to proſe- 


cute the matter ſo far. 


Mr. B. WEII, but how like a fool 


ſhall I appear to the world, if, after I have 


threatened and heCtored theſe fellows, 


and ſpent ſo much money to recover my 


right, I ſhould give it up at this time of 


day ? 


Mrs. B. Wur you know, my y dear, 


that you have formerly made conceſ- 


Hons to them, becauſe I judged it expe- 
dient. 


Mr. 


Mx. B. Ax, then I retained my claim 


of might ; but that 1 1 not do now 


21 lid. 4 
"Mrs. . 1 . you muſt 
give up aur right and title to about two 


thirds of the foreſt; but you may ſtill 
hold the other third, and I dare ſay, no- 
body will conteſt your right to that. And 


as for that part which you give up, you 
may ſay by it as old Lewis did of that 


which you once took from him. Hang 
it, it is not worth the keeping; it has al- 
ways been a bill of coſt to me, and the 


like. | 
Mr. B. Twisn, my dear, you had 
given me this advice ſome years ſboner, I 


ſhould have ſaved my m7 and iy 


credit too. 


Mrs. B. War, my dear, Ltell you: L 
was deceived.; I am as forry as you are 
for the loſs of the money and of the foreſt, 
but as the caſe is now- circumſtanced, I 
think a compromiſe would be beſt. . 


| Mr. 
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Mr. B. Wat I wil conſider of l * 


I 40a 1! 


Wd Mr. Bull had t n iha 28 


into conſideration, he thought ĩt belt to 


wait the iſſue of the ſuit with Lord Strut 
about the hunting ſeat, for he as loth to 
loſe that ; andihappily for him, when that 
cauſe came to trya}, it was argued ſo forc- 
ibly by his lawyers, [that Strut was obliged 
to give it + up. As ſoon as Bull heard of 
that, he cried out, “ Now'is the moment 
of victory now is the time for peace.“ 
So calling one of his clerks, © Here, ſays 
he, go and ſettle the matter with the for- 
eſters, or their Aeputiey, on the beſt terms 
that you can.“ 5 The deputies and the 
clerk. ſoon came to an, agreement, and a 
quitclaim deed was drawn, deſcribing the 
butts and bounds of the foreſt, and dil. 
tinguiſhing what he gave up to them from 
what he retained. This quitclaim being 
properly engroſſed, he with a trembling 
hand and aching heart ſabſcribed it, 
while madam, ſtanding behind him, 
could 
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cauid nÞt- hel ſhedding a tear at the 
fight of a tranfaQtion to which ſhe would 
never have conſented but from dire ne- 
cellity. 


LETTER 
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L E T T E n 


The Foreſters form a partnerſtip.— I- 
proves deficient and ineffectual.— Their 
Clock out of order.—Their ſtrong box. 
empty. Diſturbances in ſome of the 
families. A meeting is called to reuſe: 


and amend the partner ſhip. 


DEAR: SIR, 


 Ewas loth to break the thread 


ef my narration in my former letters, and 
you know that we prattling folks love to 
tell our ſtories in our own. way, which we. 
are under great advantage to do when we 
are writing letters. But I will now go 
back to tell you ſomething of the manner 
in which the foreſters managed their do- 
meſtic affairs during the controverſy with 
Mr. Bull, and for ſome time after it was 
cloſed. 


WHEN 
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Wu they had broken their connex4 
ion with him, it was uncertain what con“ 
nexions they might form abroad, but it 
was Judged expedient for them to be u- 
nited among themſelves, that no one fam- 
ily ſhould connect itſelf in trade with any 
merchant or factor, without the conſent of 
the others. | In ſhort it became neceſſary 
for them to enter into a partnerſliip for 
their mutual intereſt and convenience. 
To doi this was a nice point, and requir- 
ed much delicacy. It was to them a neu 
ſubject, and they had an untrodden path 
before them. After much conſultation 
and inquiry, their ingenuity ſuggeſted to 
them the idea of an original ſocial com- 
pat. © Why ſhould we, ſaid they, Took 
abroad for precedents, when we have e- 
nough among ourſelves ? See the beavers 
in our own brooks and meadows, how 
they work in complete partnerſhip, each 
family has its own cell, and a number of. 
cells are placed in one pond. They car- 
ry on their operations with peace and u- 
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nanimity, without even the appearance of 


a mater. Here is a perfect republic, a 


complete equality, a ſtriking example of 


order without fubordination, of liberty 
without jealoufy, of induſtry without co. 
ercion, of economy without. parſimony, 
of ſagacity without overbearing influence, 
Every one knows: his on buſineſs and 
does it, their labour goes on with æegular- 
ity and decency; their united efforts ſerve 
the common cauſe, and the intereſt of ev. 

ery. one is involved in that of the whole. 


Let us go and do likewiſe.” The hint 


took, and a plan of cor EDENATION, as 
it was called, as. drawn up on principles 
of the pureſt equality; each family re- 

taining the entire control of its own do- 


meſtic concerns, without any interference 
of the others, and agreeing to contribute 


voluntarily its proportion of labour and 
money to ſupport the common intereſt. 


Tuils was, in theory, a very pretty de- 
vice, exactly ſuited to a ſet of people who 


thought 
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thought themfelves completely virtuous; . 
But as it often happens that great ingo- 
nuity exiſts without much judgment or 
policy, fo it proved here. Theſe foreſ- 
ters did not conſider that their intellects 
were not, like thoſe of the beavers, con- 
fined to a-few: particular objects; that 
they were not like the beavers, void of 
paſſions and prejudires, void of ambition, 


jealouſy, avarice and felf intereſt. With 
all the inſirmities and viees of humanity, 


they were expecting to eſtabliſn a com- 
munity on a plan ſumnilar to that in Which 
no ſuch deformities can poſſibly find ad- 


muttance. . 


Txovcn for a while, and during the 
period of the lawſuit, when common dan- 
ger impelled them to keep themſelves: 
cloſe. together, this plan anſwered the end 


better than none; yet in fact the notion 


of independence had fo intoxicated their 


minds, that having caſt off their depen- 
dence on Mr. Bull, they thought them- 
49 {elves 


8 
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ſelves independent of all the world befide: 
When they had got entirely clear of the 
controverſy. with him, they were in the 
condition of a young heir juſt: came of 
age, who feels proud of his freedom, and 
thinks he has a right to act without con- 
trol. Each family felt its own import- 
ance, and expected a degree of reſpect 
from the others in proportion to:its num- 


bers, its, property, its exertions, its antig- 


uity, and other trifling conſiderations, 
which ought never to have had any place 
in a partnerſhip of complete equality; 
and in conſequence of this intoxicating 
idea of independence, each family claimed 
the right of giving or withholding its con- 
ſent to what was Een by any or all 
of the others. 


In the club room, among a number of 
mgenious devices, there was a clock, of a 
moſt curious and intricate conſtruction, 
by which all the common concerns of the 
partnerſhip. were to be regulated. It had 

one 
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one bell, on which 4kziricen diſtinct ham- 
mers ſtruek the hours. Each hammer 
was moved by independent Wheels and 
weights, each fet of wheels and weights 
was encloſed in a ſeparate caſe, the key of 
which was kept, not as it ought to have 
been, by the perſon who repreſented the 
family at club, but in each manſion houſe; 
and every family claimed a right either to 
keep the key at home or ſend it to club, 
when and by whom they pleaſed. Now: 
as this clock, like all other automatons, 
needed frequently to be wound up, to be 
oiled and cleaned, a very nice and partic. 
ular adjuſtment of circumſtances was nec- 
eſſary to preſerve the regularity of its 
motions, and make the hammers perform 
their functions with propriety, Some- 
times one or two of the hammers would 
be out of order, and when it came to the 
turn of one to ſtrike it would be ſilent; 
then there muſt be a running or ſending 
home for the key, and the houſes being at 


a conſiderable diſtance, much time was 
ſpent. 
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ſpegt in waiting. Sometimes the mefſons 


ger arrived at an ufiſeaſonable hour when 
the family was aſleep, or abroad in the 
fields; and it would take up a conſidera- 
ble time to collect them, and lay the caſe 
before them, that they might deliberate 
and determine whether the key ſhould be 
fent or not; and before this could be 
done, the elock would get more out of or- 
der. By this means, the club was fre- 
quently- perplexed; they knew neither 
the hour of the day, nor the day of the 
month; they could not date their letters 


nor adjuſt their books, nor do buſineſs 


with any regularity. an 

BEs IDEs this there was another incon- 
venience. For though they had ſtrong 
box, yet it was filled with nothing but 
bills: of parcels and accounts preſented for 


payment, contracts of loans and inden- 


tures for ſervices. No money could be 


had from any of the families but by their 


own voluntary: conſent; and to gain this 


conſent 
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conſent there was great difficulty. Some 
had advanced what they ſuppoſed to be 
more than their proportion; others had 
paid leſs. The former weuld give no 

more till the latter had made up their 
quotas, and there was no authority which 
could call any one to account, or make 
him do bis duty. Their whole. eſtates 
were mortgaged for the money which they 
had borrowed of Mr. Lewis and Mr. 
Frog; and yet they could carty on no 
buſineſs in partnerſhip. In fact they had 
formed ſuch an unheard of kind of part- 
nerſhip, that thôugh they could run 
themſelves in debt, yet they could not o- 
blige one another to raiſe any money 40 


diſcharge their debts. 


Eacn family however carried on a ſep- 


arate trade, and they contrived to under- 


{ell each other; both at home and at 

market. Each family alſo had a ſeparate 

debt, which ſome were providing means 

to diſcharge, and others neglected. In 
| Qtle 
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one or two of the families they went to 
loggerheads among themſelves. _ John 
_ Codline's family was for ſeveral days a 
ſeene of confuſion and diſorder; nothing 
was ſeem or heard but curſing and calling 
names, kicking ſhins and pulling, noſes, 
John at firſt tried to filence them by gen- 
tle means, but finding theſe ine ffectual, 
he at length drew his ſcy mitar, and ſwore 
he would cut off the ears of ther firſt that 
mould dare to make any more noiſe. 
This threatening drove two or three tur- 
-bulent fellows out of doors, after which 
the houſe Was tolerably quiet! Some- 
thing of the ſame kind happened in Rob- 
ert Lumber's family, but he made ſo good 
a uſe of his fiſt as quelled che diſturbanoe 
at once. ; 


'* 7 7" 4 Fans ka 
I the family: of Roger Carrier there 
ſeemed to be a predominant” lurch for 
'knavery, for he publicly advertiſed that 
he was ready to pay his debts by notes of 
hand * to a diſcount, the amount of 
which 
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which was indefinite, becauſe continually 


increaſing ; and that whoeverdid not take 


his pay when thus offered, might go with- 
out. The other families were alarmed at 
his conduct; but had no power to oblige 
him to deal honeſtly, and he carried his 
roguery 10 ens as to bins ent * defi- 
aus.. 


Jn this ſtate of debility and difraQion, 
it became neceſſary to conſult on. ſome 
meaſures for a better plan of union. 
They began to be convinced that they 
were not beavers, nor capable of ſubſiſt- 
ing in ſuch a ſtate of ſociety as had been 

adopted from them. Something more 
energetic was wanted to compel the lazy, 
to check the.knaviſh, to direct the induſ- 
trious, and to keep the honeſt from being 
impoſed upon. It had been often in con- 
templation to amend the mode of partner- 
ſhip ; but now the diſorders in ſome of 
the families became fo alarming, that 
though they had been quelled for the 
LO) preſent, 
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preſent, it was uncertain whether they 
would. not break out again, eſpecially as 
one whole family ſeemed determined o- 
penly to patroniſe roguery. Theſe con- 
ſiderations ſerved to haſten the change 4 
which had been contemplated. It was 
accordingly moved in the club, that each 
family ſhould appoint one or more per- 
ſons to meet together, and conſult upon 
1 ſome alterations and improvements in the 
0 partnerſhip. This meeting was accord- 
ingly held, and the refult of it ſhall be the 
: N Aubfest of my next letter. 
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0, 8 I-17: . 


A,new plan of partnerſhip is propoſed. — 
Arguments pro and con,—1t is eſtabliſh = 
ed. A Chief Steward appointed, with 
inferior officers, —Hunting too much in 
faſhion, —A new ſpecies of rats intro- 
duced, Tuo families added to the num- 
ber of apartments. 


DEAR SIR, 


Ir is not in my power to give 
you a particular detail of the whole pro- 
ceedings of the meeting which was held 
to reform the plan of partnerſhip in'the 
manner of your parliamentary journaliſts, 
who make ſpeeches for the members, per- 
haps better than ſome of them make for 
themſelves ; but I will endeavour to give 
you a ſummary of the principles on which 
they proceeded, -_ > 


Tas 
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Tus profeſſed deſign of the meeting 


was to reform and amend the plan ; but 
in fact when they came to examine it they 


found themſelves obliged to paſs the ſame 


fentence on it that was once delivered 
concerning the famous poet, Alexander 
Pope, whoſe uſual ejaculation was, G—4 
mend me ! © Mend you,” ſaid a hackney 
coachman, (looking with contempt on his 
dwarfiſh form and hump back) © it would 
not be half ſo much trouble to make a 
new one.“ 


AN Ew one was accordingly entered 
upon, and the fundamental principle of it 
was, not to ſuppoſe men as good as they 
ought to be; but to take them as they are, 
It is true, faid they, that all men are 
naturally free and equal ; it is a very. good 
idea, and ought to be underſtood in every 
contract and partnerſhip which can be 


formed; it may ſerve as a check upon, 


ambition and other human paſſions, and 
put people in mind that they may ſome 
time 


. 
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time or other be called to account by 
their equals. But it is as true that this 
equality is deſtroyed by a thouſand ure 
which exiſt in nature and in focety. 

is true that all beaſts, birds, and fiſhes are 
naturally free and equal in ſome reſpetts, 

but yet we find them unequal: in other 
reſpetts, and one becomes the prey of 
another. There is, and always will be, 
a ſuperiority and an inferiority, in ſpite of 
all the ſyſtems of metaphyſics that ever 
exiſted, How can you prevent one man 
from being ſtronger, or wiſer, or richer 
than another ? and will not the ſtrong o- 
vercome the weak ? will not the cunning 
circumyent the fooliſn, and will not the 


borrower become ſervant to the lender? 
Is not this noble, free, and independent 


creature man, neceſſarily ſubje to lords 
of his own ſpecies in every ſtage of his 
exiſtence ? When a child, is he not under 
the command of his parents ? ſend him 
to ſchool, place him out as an apprentice, 


put him on board a ſhip, enrol him in a 


22 company 
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company of militia, muſt he not be ſubu 


ject to a maſter ? Place him in any kind 


of ſociety whatever, and he has wants te 


be ſupplied, and paſſions to be ſubdued; 
his active powers need'to be directed, and 


his extravagances to be controled, and if 


he will not do it himſelf, ſome body muſt 
do it for him. Self government is indeed 
the moſt perfect form of government in 


the world; but if men will not govern 


themſelves, they muſt have ſome govern- 
ors appointed over them, who will keep 
them in order and make them do their 
duty. Now if there is in fact ſuch an ine- 
quality exiſting among us, why ſhould we 
act as if no ſuch thing exiſted? We have 
tried the beaver ſcheme of partnerſhip 
long enough, and find it will not do. Let 
us then adopt the practice of another 
kind of induſtrious animals which we 
have among us—Let us imitate the bees, 
who are governed by one ſupreme head, 
and under that direction conduct their 
whole 
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whole erg ow tber order and 


regularity ,?? 


On this principle they drew. up an en- 


tire new, plan, in which there was one 
chief ſteward, who: was to manage their 
united intereſt, and. be reſponſible. to 
the whole for his conduct. He was to 
have a kind of council to adviſe and di- 
rect him, and. ſeyeral inferior oſſicers to 
aſſiſt him, as there might be occaſion; and 


2 certain contribution was to be levied on 
the trade, or on the eſtates; of the whole, 


which was to. make a common ſtock for 
the ſupport of the common intereſt ; and 


they were to erect a tribunal among them< 
ſelves, which ſhould decide and determine 
all differences. If. nine. of- the families 
ſhould agree to this, plan, it was to take 
place; and the others might: or might not 
adopt it; but if any one ſhould finally 
refuſe, or if any ſhould adopt it and af- 
terward fall. from it, he was to be looked 
| upon 
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have any connection with him. 


Tus meeting having eontinued along 


time, every body became extremely anx- 
ious to know what they were about; the 


doors were kept hut, and no perſon hat- 


ever was let ihto the ſeeret till the whole 
was completed. A copy was then ſent to 
each family for them! 1 confider at their 
leiſure. N 


Trovenr curioſity was now gratified, 
yet anxiety was not relaxed. The new 
plan of partnerſhip went by the name of 
the fiddle ; thoſe who were in favour of it 
called themſelves ſiddlers, and thoſe who 
oppoſed it were ſtiled antifiddlers. The 
former ſaid it was the beſt plan that hu- 
man wiſdom! had ever contrived. The 
latter imagined it pregnant with miſchief 
of every kind. The former compared it 
to à ſtrong fence about a rich field of 

wheat, 


upon as an outcaſt, and no perſon wag to 
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wheat. The latter compared it to the 
whale that ſwallowed up Jonah.  _ -- -- 


Ix each family a confultation was held 
on the queſtion, Whether it ſhould be a- 


dopted or not? and liberty was given for 


every one to ſpeak his mind with the ut- 
molt freedom. The objections, anſwers, 
replies, rejoinders, and rebutters, which 
were produced on this occaſion, would 
make a curious collection, and form an 
important page in the hiſtory of man. 
The fiadlers were extremely fond of hav- 
ing it examined, becauſe they ſaid it was 
like a rich piece of plate, which the more 


it be rubbed ſhines the brighter. The 


anbifiddlers ſaid it was like a worm eaten 
bottom of a ſhip, the defects of which 
would more evidently appear the more it 


was ripped to pieces ; they were therefore 


for rejecting it at once, without any ex- 
amination at all. 


WHEN 
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Wan they were urged to point out 


its defects, they would ſay, It is danger- 61 
ous to put ſo much power into the hands * 
of any man, or ſet of men, leſt they ſhould ba 
abuſe it. Our liberty and property will * 
be ſafe hilſt we keep them ourſelves, but uf 
when we have once parted with them, 

we may never w_ — to e get them back 

agaln.".- een PUG et If 27 fu 

Ir the * was en to a houſe, * 
then the objection would be made againſt oi 
building it too high, leſt the wind ſhould 
blow it down, How ſhall we guard it a. 
gainſt fire ? how ſhall we ſecure it againſt of 
robbers ? apd haw ſhall we keep. out rats m 
and mice? 

Ir it was O09 to a ſhip; then it it 
would be aſked; how ſhall we guard it a- it 
gainſt leaking ? how ſhall we prevent it P. 
from running on the rocks and quick- ta 
ſands ? ye 

| | y 
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_ SomeTIMES it would be compared io a 


clock, then queſtion was, how ſhall we fe 
cure the pendulum, the wheels and the 
balance from ruſt? who ſhall keep the 
key, and who mall we _ OW it 
up ? 1 REC . 98 YO! 
| SH 

SouzTIMEs it was s repreſented. by a 
purſe, and then it was * to be danger- 
Money is a tempting object, 0 the beſt | 
men are liable to be corrupted. 


IN thort, the whole ſum and Wan 
of the arguments againſt it might be ſum- 
med up in one word JEALOUSY, 


To ſhew the futihty of theſe atgurgtmats 
it was obferved by the oppoſite party, that 
it was impoſſible to put it into any man's 
power to do you good; without at the 


fame time putting it into his power to do 


you hurt. If you truſt a batber to fhave 

your beard, you put it into his power to 

cut your throat. If you truft a baker to 
make 
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make your bread, or a cook to dreſs your 
meat, you put it into the power of each 


to poiſon you; nay, if you venture to lie 


in the ſame bed with your wife, you put 
it into her power to choak you when 


you are afleep. Shall we therefore 
let our beards grow till they are long e- 
nough to put into our pockets, becauſe 


we are afraid of the barber ? Shall we 


ſtarve ourſelves becauſe the baker and the 


cook may poiſon us ? and ſhall we be a- 


fraid to go to bed with our wives? Fie, 


fie, gentlemen, do not indulge ſuch 
whims : Be careful in the choice of your 


barbers, your bakers, your cooks, and your 
wives; pay them well and treat them 


zrell, and make it their intereſt to treat you 
well, au IM need not tear (Rn; 


PTA muck 450 and diſcuſſion 
ſome of the families adopted it without 
exception, but in others the oppoſition 
awas ſo ſtrong that it could not be made to 
Paſs, but by the help of certain amend- 

ments 
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ments which were propoſed ; and of theſe. 
amendments every family which thought 
proper to make, any, made as many as 
they pleaſed. The new plan, with its 
appendage of amendments, cut ſuch, a 
groteſque figure, that a certain wag in one 
of the families, like Jotham the ſon of 
Gideon, ridiculed it in the following par- 
able. 


A cERTAIxN man hired, a taylor to 
make him a pair of ſmall clothes; the tay- | 
lor meaſured him and made the garment. 
When he had brought it home, the man 
turned and twiſted and viewed it on all 
ſides; it is too ſmall here, ſaid he, and 
wants to be let out zit ĩs too bigthere, and 
wants to be taken in; I am afraid there 
will be a hole here, and you muſt put on 
a patch; this button is not ſtrong enough, 
you muſt ſet on another. He was going 
on in this manner, when his wife entered 
the room Have you put on the ſmall 
clothes, my dear, ſaid ſne No, ſaid he. 

R How 
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How then, replied ſhe, can you poſſibly 
tell whether they will fit you or not ꝰ IF I 
had made ſuch objections to a gown or a 
pair of ſtays before F had put them on, 
how would you have laughed at my fe- 
male wiſdom? The man took his wife's: 
advice afrd faved arg 1 a deal oF 


trouble. ow 
"ds 


In like manner, the new plan of part- 
nerſſiip was tried on, and was found to fit 
very well. The amendments were throw 
by for future conſideration, and if ever 

adopted, will be ſo few and rings as 
nenn af difference.” „ DSTI 


jr} 


he been as a IO . of: the 
families had adopted the plan, they began 
to ſet it in operation; and unammouſly 
choſe for their chief ſteward and manager; 
George, the grandſon of Walter Pipe- 
weed. He had ſerved them fo faithfully 
and generouſly in conducting the lawſuit 
againſt Mr. Bull, that no perſon was higher 


in 


courle of faithful and friendly offices. 
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in their confidence. As he would take 


no reward for his former ſervices ; fo he 
began this new buſineſs with a declaration 
of the ſame kind, and a proteſtation that 
nothing could have induced him to quit 
the ſweets of retirement for the toils of 
public buſineſs but a diſpoſition to oblige 
his numerous friends who had united their 
ſuffrages in his favour. Every one who 


knows him is fully convinced of the fin- 


cerity of his declarations, and he has per- 
haps. as large a ſhare of the eſteem and 
affection of the people in theſe families as 
any perſon ever could expect from a 


B EsIDES him there is an under ſteward, 
a council of advice, a chief clerk, a caſhier, 
and a maſter of the hounds. The under 
ſteward is a perſon of a grave deportment, 
much reading and ſtrict integrity, and as 
largely concerned in effecting the com- 
promiſe with Mr. Bull. The council of 


advice are choſen from the ſeveral fami- 


lies, 
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lies, and conſiſt of perſons of the beſt ed. f 
ucation, abilities, and popularity. The 
chief clerk has the care of the moſt im- 
portant papers, and the caſhier keeps the 
key of the ſtrong box, which now has 
. ſomething in it beſides paper. By his 
advice the debts of the company are put 
in a fair way of being paid, though ſome 
grumbling ſtill ſubſiſts among thoſe who 
were obliged to ſell their notes at a dif- 
count. The maſter of the hounds is an 
officer, Who it was at firſt thought would 
have very little buſineſs; but as the wild 
beaſts of the foreſt have of late grown very 
troubleſome, it is ſuppoſed that he will 
have his hands full. There is too much 
of a lurch for hunting among many of the 
foreſters; and ſome. have not been a- 
ſhamed to expreſs their wiſhes that the 
whole race of wild creatures was extermi- 
nated from the face of the earth. There 
are others who ſtill continue of the mind, 
that theſe animals are a degenerated part 
of the human ſpecies, and might yet be re- 

- covered 
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Senad if proper methods were uſed to 
tame them; but it is greatly feared, that 
while the rage for hunting continues, all 
ſuch bene volent projets will fail in the 
execution. | 


lx ſome late hunting matches, theſe 
wild animals diſcovered ſo much art and 
courage, that ſeveral of the hunters were 
laid to ſleep in the bed of honour ; and 
the reſt were obliged to- take to their 
heels, that they might live to hunt a- 
nother day.” Some perſons are of the 
mind that it is not beſt to ſeek theſe beaſts 
in #heir dens, but rather to guard the 
fields and take care of the poultry at 
home. Others are for purſuing them to 
the thickeſt ſhades of the foreſt; and this 
ſeems at preſent to be the prevailing o- 
pinion. What the ſucceſs of it will be 
time muſt determine. 


«© The child that is unborn may rue, | 
«© The hunting of that day.“ 
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Sic the new partnerſhip. has been 
eſtabliſhed, huſbandry and trade have 
been carried on briſkly; the houſes are 
full of good things, and the children are 

well clad and healthy; but there is one 
inconvenience which uſually attends a 
full houſe, and that is, that rats are very 
numerous, and a new ſpecies of them have 
lately found their way thither.“ Some 
of them are very fat and ſleek, and are not 
afraid to appear in open day light; 
though it is ſuppoſed they burrow under 
ground, and have ſubterraneous commu- 
nications from houſe to houſe. This is 
an inconvenience againſt which no reme- 
dy has yet been found; though ſome peo- 
ple, from their apparent voracity, are of 
the mind 'that they will either prey upon 
one another, or elſe eat till they burſt. 


I nap almoſt forgot to tell you that 
two new families have lately been added 


to the number of partners. One is that 
| k + 
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of Ethan Greenwood,“ a ſtout, luſty fel. 
low, born in the family of Robert Lum. 
ber, but married into that of Peter Bull. 
frog, from whom, after a long diſpute, he 
has got a good tract of land, whieh orig- 
inally belonged to his own father, but was 
ſurreptitiouſſy taken poſſeſſion of by his 
father in law. The other is Hunter 
Long ni fe, he was bred in the family of 
Walter Pipe weed, and has a large ſhare of 
his ſpirit of adventure. Having taken 
up his reſidence in the outſkirts of the 
foreſt, he has had many a ſcuffle with the 
wild beaſts, who are extremely fond of his 
green corn and young chickens, whenever 
they can get a taſte of them, 
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Preſent State of Mr.. Bull. — His wif? and 
bis mother.—Story of. the everlaſting ta- 
per. —Some account of Mr. Lewis, — His 
net wife * 60 ov. e canal. 
A. 


DEAR SIR, 4:2 ones # 


Arrkx ging you fuck « long 
detail of the affairs of theſe foreſters, I 
will cloſe my ' correſpondence, for the 
preſent, with a brief account of the 
ſituation of the principal perſons with 
whom they are or have been connected, 
and whom I have had occaſion to men- 
tion in my other letters, 


To begin with Mr. Bull. Though he 
has given a quitclaim of that part of the 
foreſt where his old ſervants and beſt cuſ- 

tomers 
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tomers have poſſeſſion, yet he retains the 
northern part, together with ſome hunting 
ſeats which he promiſed to give up to the 
foreſters. The chief produce of this 
northern territory is the furs, which are 
brought to his warehouſe and wrought up 
by his tradeſmen. Notwithſtanding the 
loſs of his title to the lands of the foreſters, 
they have not "wholly forſaken him as a 
trader, He keeps his fulling mills at 
work, and ſupplies them with cloths of 
various kinds, but they feel themſelves at 
liberty either to purchaſe of him or his 
neighbours, or to manufacture for them- 
ſelves. He is rather more complaiſant to 
them in bis own ſhop than his. factors are 


in ſome of his,diſtant warehouſes, where 


they are not allowed to carty their pro- 
duce to market, nor to receive coffee, cot- 
ton, and ſugar, as formerly. However, 
they have found out other places where 
they can buy theſe commodities without 
aſking his permiſſion. And as. for that 


capital article Tz A, which was the occa- 
| ſion 
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ſion of beginning the controverſy, they 
now: fetch it directly from the original 
warehouſe of old Cang- u, where it is 
manufactured. They purchaſe their ſilks 
and muſlins of the firſt makers and deal- 
ers, — Aiogans „ from the 
vineyards. 


I avs before told you that Mr. Bull 
formerly uſed to ſend the ordure made in 
his family. to enrich the plantations of the 
foreſters ; but ſince his quarrel with them 
he has been ſomewhat at a loſs how to: 
diſpoſe of it. At firſt he threw it into 
the gutter* before his door. But there 
was ſuch a large quantity of it, and the 
ſtench which it cauſed was ſo. offenſive, 
that this expedient | would not anſwer the 
end; He then thought of ſending it to a 
place where ſome of his family had been 
employed in bolanizing, f in hope that by 
adding to the fertility, of the ſoil, they 
| would find more encouragement to prol- 
ecute 


* Convidts employed in lighters on the Thames. 
1 Botany Bay in New Holland, 


Ile! | 


kek! | 
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poſſeſs all rere p- paws. 
per. 9-741 ee 

Now have ſpoken of madam's taper, 


perhaps you will be amuſed with ſome 


account of it. It is a wax candle of a 
common ſize, fet i in an, old faſhioned fil 
ver candleſtick, richly emboſſed and gilt, 
but the ruſt and duſt of it are ſo ſacred, 


that it is never permitted to be 3 


The tradition. is, that t this candleſtick for- 


merly belonged to St. Peter, and the can- 


dle firſt, placed in it is ſuppoſed to have 
been lighted at the suv, and by a myſte= 
rious kind of uninterrupted ſucceſſion, has 


been kept burning ever ſince. By the 


light, of this taper, old madam reads her 
bible_and books of devotion, which al- 
ways lie on a table by her bedlide. | 


Sou perſons of an incredulons turn 


of mind, have pretended to call in queſt- 
ion this myſtery ; but it is ſtill held ſacred 
by the old lady, and by melt of Mr. 
Bull's own family. There are fome even 
8 among 
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among the foreſters of the ſame opinion; 
and ſuch 1s the liberality in theſe families, 
that no one is moleſted in the indulgence 
of any innocent' whim, which does not 
affect the peace of the families, nor the 
intereſt of the partnerſhip, It was not 
long after the reeſtabliſhment of harmony 
between them and Mr. Bull, that theſe 
perſons ſent two candles in one lantern, 
and one in another, to be lighted at this 
venerable taper, and dipt in the conſe- 
crated water. Two of them were actu- 
ally lighted in old Madam Bull's preſ- 
ence, and to her great ſatisfaction. The 
other was lighted at a taper ſuppoſed to 
be derived from the ſame original, but 
* hid under a buſhel'“ in one of ſiſter 
Peg's out houſes, it not being permitted 
to burn publicly in her family, where the 
only candles allowed are of the manufac- 
ture of Geneva. 


TrEtRE has been as long a controverſy 


between different opinioniſts on this ſub- 
Jes. 
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ecute their inquiries, and that he ſhould 
in time receive ſome rent or recompenſe'; 
bue this ſcheme, like, ſome others, the 
product of his fruitful brain, has been 
hitherto attended with more coſt than 
profit. What will be his next contriv- 


ance to diſpoſe. of his ordure no one can 


r 
conjecture, E. 1 150 39) 9 19 * 
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Err has been Unger in deference to the 
opinion of his neighbours, ts Ang ſmall a=. 
bout his right to ſkopping the high 1 way; ; 
and it is tought that he will not revive 
1:5 pretenfions to an excluſive title to that 
ind of ſovereignty. n "0 

As to his domeſtic affairs, his wife fill 
les him according to her uſual maxims, 
and keeps up her gaming club, where ſhe 
eins and Toles alternately ; but between 

e ſhop and the drawing room, there is 

enough gained to pay the intereſt of his 

debt, though it is not imagined he will 

ever be able to pay the principal. This, 
like 
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like a millſtone about his neck, 2 
hana link him. 1 


>a 


You may poſſibly be curious to N 
what i is become of his mother, whom I, 
have formerly mentioned to you. as hav- 


ing had ſome ſway in his family. The 


truth is, that fince he married his preſent 
wife, the old lady found her influence de- 
creafing and retired to her chamber, where 
ſhe has been for many years confined, and 


is now wholly bed rid. Mr. and Mrs. 


Bull indeed treat the old lady with much 
decency, and ſuffer none to intrude, upon 
her but ſuch company as ſhe is fond of. 
Old Madam has all the infirmities of age 
about her. She will not ſuffer herſelf to 
be touched nor turned in her bed; nor 
the room to be aired, nor her linen ſhifted. 
She keeps her window ſhutters cloſed, and 
will not admit the leaſt ray of light in her 


apartment, but what proceeds from her 


own candle, which having been once dip- 


Ped in conſecrated water, is ſuppoſed to 


poſſe ſs 


nnn 
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jekt, as between the ſectaries in Liliput, 
about breaking the egg at the big or little 
end. But it is eaſy enough to accommo- 
date the matter by granting that St. Pe- 
ter's candle, as well as thoſe from Geneva, 
were originally lighted at the su; that 
the ſame ſource of light is open to all; 
and that it is of no conſequence of what 
materials tapers are made, nor in What 

kind of candleſticks they are placed, nor 
by whole hands they are lighted, provid: 
ed they give ſo clear @ light as to anſwer 


the purpoſes of viſion. 


IT remains only that I give you ſome 
account of Mr. Lewis. The adventures 
in his family, have baen very ſingular. I 
formerly told you that he feed lawyers to 
plead the cauſe of the foreſters, Theſe 
ſubtile practitioners ſoon found that the 
ſame arguments which they were obliged 
to uſe in favour of the foreſters, would 
apply with equal propriety to the caſe of 


Mr, Lewis's own Sanaa He had long 
been 
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been à widower, and he family was gov- 
erned by a ſucceſſion of kept miſtreſſes, 
who minded only their pleaſures and the 


_ entiching of their on relations and de- 


pendants. The tenants were abuſed, the 
manſion houſe Was dirty and out of re 
pdir, and though the rents were paid into 
the hands of the ſteward, yet much op- 
preſſion and embezzlement, and little e- 
cο were the eaten. topic ol com- 
aan Mo 0% 19% V9.1 att: 


Arn the Ateratien, de by 0 
affiſtance of Lewis's lawyers i in the foreſt, 
they began to-think it was high time to 
do be of the ſame kind at home, 
The op ly peageable remedy which they 
coul Fol imagine, was to perſuade M 2 Lewis 
to marry a reputable woman, who would 
be agreeable to the family. After much. 
argument he was at length brought t to ſee 
the neceſlity of the cale ; and to prevent 
a lawſuit, with. which | they threatened 
him, he conſented to take the wife“ which 

they 


5 The National Conſtitution. 
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they recommended. She is a lady of 
good ſenſe and polite manners, and treats 


him with the greateſt deference and pro- 
priety. She has had the manſion ther» 


oughly repaired, the floors and windows 
cleaned, and the walls whitewaſhed; and is 


not afraid to let her inmoſt apartments 


be viſited by the ſury and air, The build- 
ing is now commodious, wholeſome, and 
pleaſant, and the dirty day kennel, which. 
ſtood near the door, is demoliſhed. 


IT is ſuſpedded by ſome that Lewis ſtil 
has a hankering after his old connexions, 


but he profeſſes love to his new wife in 


the ſtrongeſt terms imaginable. His caſt 
off miſtreſs has had the audacity to inſult 
the newly married lady, and tell her that 
ſhe has no buſineſs to occupy ker aparts 
ments that all Mr. Lewis's profeſſions 
are inſincere and that ſhe {till poſſeſſes his 
heart. If theſe ladies ſhould go to null- 
ing caps, Mr. Lewis will be in a critical 
ſituation, as indeed every man is when 
16 82 two 
»Ballile. 
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two women are tontending'for him. It 


is ſaid that ſome of the neighbouring gen- 
tlemen, who prefer concubinage to mat- 
mmony; have takehsthe part of the late 
miſtreſs, and inſiſt on her reſtoration to 


ed and board 3 but ho this matter will 


terminate can be decided only by futu- 
wal 91 1 bus On: x1 | v3'b5 A: 

| 11 12 Iolor ik 00 Jiboa (NO WOTr! 21 1 

he reh allo heen very, - unfortunate. ir in 
fome of his; diſtant plantations and facto- 
ries. His black cattle have caught the 
Horn diſtemper; ſome of his farm houſes 
have been burnt, and it is thought that 
feveral years will intervene. beton his al- 
Ment e vere Rl f2gnom od. 


% * 
| 


Tuus, my d I 1 a 
40 fulfil my promiſe, by giving you ſuch 
an acrount as I have been able to procure 
of the foreſters and their connexidns. : I 
aflure you I am extremely delighted with 
the country and its improvements, which 
_ far the Coon of 'every 


perion 
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ed what he may think a juſt idea of the 
country, by ſtzying at haine iid hearing 
the reports of others. There is no poſſi. 
bility of conceiving what a fine country it 
is withont actually ſeeing i it; I therefore 


viz. to Dan ou of the 
ſpleen, and to cohvince vou ow much 
human anduſtry and ingenuity; can per- 
form in a ſhort time, when nature has al- 
ready done her part toward making a 
oo poet and ahappy people. 


"7%. N 1 „5999 11 
3 4. 1801 boa 


AMYNTOR. 


; +} 
; * 
1 3 


recommend to yu a journey hither for 
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